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What do you think are the two 

(2) most beloved verses in the 

scripture?  What are the two 

favorite and venerated verses 

in the Holy Bible?  

 

These two verses are held in 

the highest esteem and are so 

well-loved that almost every 

Christian can recite them from 

memory.  
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Do you want to guess which these two (2) scriptures are?  Here are a few clues: 

 

1. The Lord Jesus spoke and taught about these two (2) verses.   So, if you have a red letter 

text Bible these two 2 verses will appear in red letters. 

 

2. Both of the beloved verses can be recited from memory.  Every Christian knows these two 

(2) verses by heart. 

 

3. One of the verses is attributed to God and the other is attributed to man. 

 

4. One of the verses is the theme of the Old Testament and the other is the theme of the New 

Testament. 

 

5. Together, these two (2) verses form the core message of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

and consequently the core essence of Christianity.  
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Most beloved verses 
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The first verse 

is found in the 

New 

Testament  

“God so loved the world that He 

sent His one and only begotten 

Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 

John 3:16 
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Do you know what this verse 

means and what Jesus is saying 

to you?   

 

Don’t just commit the verse to 

memory.  Try to understand what 

it says. Meditate on each word 

that Jesus said in this verse. 
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The power of 

the verse 

comes alive 

when it 

becomes 

personal 

“God so loved me that He sent 

His one and only begotten Son 

for me, that when I believe in 

him I shall not perish but I shall 

have everlasting life.” 

John 3:16 
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Kinship of 

three persons 

“God so loved me that He sent 

His one and only begotten Son 

for me, that when I believe in 

him I shall not perish but I shall 

have everlasting life.” 

John 3:16 
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1.  The verse tells you that 

there is an awesome gracious 

God. 

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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2.  This awesome gracious God loves 

you. He wants to save you. He wants to 

give you eternal life. He wants you to 

be with Him for all eternity. 

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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3. God sent His Son to save you. His 

Son took your sin and died in your 

place at Calvary.   

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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4.  The gracious God has a Son.  The 

phrase “one and only begotten son” 

comes from the Greek word 

“monogenes uios.” “Monogenes” is: 

the only member of a kin or kind: 

hence, only, single, "child.” Therefore, 

“monogenes uios” means the only, 

single Son of God. 

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 

 

*A Greek-English Lexicon of Liddell and Scott 
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5. For this grace to take effect, you 

have you have to believe that the 

Father loves you.  You have to 

acknowledge that you have sinned 

against God.  You have to admit that 

you deserve death. You have to believe 

that The Eternal Father sent His Son to 

die in your stead to take away your sin.   

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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6. Your sin has been fully paid for by 

the blood of His Son.  You have now 

been redeemed from the death 

penalty. 

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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7. When you sincerely believe this and 

is desirous to enter into a genuine 

relationship with the Father and with 

His Son, you will not perish.  Instead, 

God will grant you eternal life.  So that, 

you can be with Him forever! 

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world 

that He sent His one and 

only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have 

everlasting life.” 
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The Most 

Beloved Verse 

in first person 

“God so loved me that He sent His one 

and only begotten Son for me, that 

when I believe in him I shall not perish 

but I shall have everlasting life.” 

John 3:16 
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The second 

beloved verse 

is the greatest 

command 
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The second 

beloved verse 

is the greatest 

command 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

Matthew 22:37 
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The second 

beloved verse 

is the greatest 

command 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

Matthew 22:37 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 

Mark 12:30 
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The second 

beloved verse 

is the greatest 

command 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

Matthew 22:37 

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 

Mark 12:30 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 

your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

Luke 10:27 
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This verse is so popular and much loved - even by the 

Apostles - that it is written in the three gospel accounts of 

Matthew, Mark and Luke.   

 

Do you know what this verse means and what Jesus is saying 

to you? 

Let us go to the context to understand what Jesus wanted to 

convey in this important verse.  Jesus referred to it as the 

greatest command. 
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35 One of them, an expert in the law, 

tested him with this question:  

 

36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?”  

Matthew 22 
 

We are told that it was a test 

question.  

 

The question was, which of the 

10 commandments is the most 

important?  

 

The expert of the law wanted to 

catch Jesus off guard and find 

something to accuse Him of.   
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37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind.’  

Matthew 22 

Most brilliant answer by Jesus.   

 

Jesus did not evade the 

question.  He answer was on 

point! Neither did Jesus gave a 

new command as some 

thought.   
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38 This is the first and greatest 

commandment. 

Matthew 22 
How did it become the first and 

most important command?   

 

If you read the 10 

commandments listed in 

Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 

5,  you won’t find this 

command among the ten 

 

Is not the first command that 

the Lord is One – there is no 

other God before me? 
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39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ 

Matthew 22 

Also, not listed among the 10 

commandments 
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40 All the Law and the Prophets hang 

on these two commandments.”  

Matthew 22 

The brilliant answer Jesus gave 

was the very essence of the 10 

commandments; i.e., to love 

God and love your neighbor.  
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Although well-loved, this verse is 

one of the most misconstrued 

and misunderstood scripture in 

the New Testament 
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Many have the wrong impression 

that the commandment of loving 

the Lord, together with its sister 

command to love your neighbor, 

replaces the 10 commandments 

of God.   

 

This is fatal error and a 

misunderstanding of the most 

basic of scripture.   Jesus never 

said that or meant that!  

28 



Why is it a test question? 

 
The answer is in James 2:10 
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For whoever keeps the whole law and 

yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 

breaking all of it. 

James 2:10 

All the 10 commands have 

equal weight.  If you break one 

command you break all the 

commands.  Sin is a sin 

irrespective of which law you 

transgress.   

 

There is no one command is 

greater than the other!  
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So, why did Jesus single out 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 as the greatest 

command?   

 

We must understand the origin of this 

great command.  This great command is 

found in the Old Testament in the Book 

of Deuteronomy – which means the 

second giving of the law.   

 

This is a command that is written in the 

Book of the Law! 
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In English, the Shema means “hear.” It comes from the first word of 

Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is 

One” (Shema Yisrael Adonai eloheinu Adonai ehad.) 

This verse means that the Lord is God and besides Him there is 

none other.  Comparing Himself to all the idols.  This is echoed by 

Isaiah 45:6 “I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me 

there is no God.” 

32 

The Shema 



The Shema is an affirmation of 

Jewish faith in the Almighty God. The 

Shema is separate from the 

obligation to pray.   

 

A Jew is obligated to say the Shema 

twice a day - in the morning and at 

night.  Shema is often the first 

section of scripture that a child 

learns.   

The Jews recite the shema by 

pronouncing each word very carefully 

and cover their eyes with their right 

hand as in deep devotion.  It is a 

verse that they memorize by heart.   

 

Parts of the Shema are written in a 

piece of scroll and place in a leather 

pouch tied to the forehead and 

forearm during prayer called Tefillin.  
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The “Shema” consists of 

three portions.  

Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 11:13-

21, and Numbers 15:37-

41.   But, the main portion 

is in Deuteronomy 6:4-9  

34 



4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 

5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul (whole being) and with all your strength.  

 

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on 

your hearts. (Internalize them.  Let them be part of you!) 

Deuteronomy 6 
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7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you 

sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up.  (Teach and inculcate upon the 

children from generations to generations at every opportunity. 

Bring them up in the knowledge of the Lord and His 

righteousness.) 

Deuteronomy 6 
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8 Tie them as symbols on your hands (do them) and bind 

them on your foreheads (remember them).  

 

9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 

gates (walk by them). 

Deuteronomy 6 
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Jesus was not giving a new 

commandment but emphasizing its 

importance.   

 

The Shema has always been there and 

the Jews know it by heart.  But, as 

much as they recite it everyday, twice a 

day to be more exact, it was just an 

empty memorization.  Few actually live 

by it. 

 The greatest 

commandment of 

the law is not a 

new command 
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What Is To Love The Lord 

How do we love the 

Lord with all our hearts, 

with all our soul, with all 

our strength and with 

all our mind? 
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The word ‘heart’ is from the Greek word 
“Kardia.” The heart is the seat of 

emotion and feeling.   The command is 

to love the Lord with all affection and 

only to Him should we offer our 

dedication and worship.   

1. I will love the 

Lord with all my 

heart. (Love God 

with all devotion) 
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This is akin to the first commandment 

of the law: “I am the Lord your God.  

There shall be no other God before 

me. “ Exodus 20:3.    

1. I will love the 

Lord with all my 

heart. (Love God 

with all devotion) 
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Many things compete with our love for 

God; career, money, fame, family, 

friends, relationships and others.  

 

The world has many enticing things to 

offer that compete for our attention 

and affection. And very often God, is 

pushed to the bottom of the list. 

1. I will love the 

Lord with all my 

heart. (Love God 

with all devotion) 
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“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 

and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

Luke 16:13 
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The command is to love the Lord only 

and solely from the bottom of our 

heart.  In short, our loyalty and 

devotion is always to God first. 

1. I will love the 

Lord with all my 

heart. (Love God 

with all devotion) 
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The “soul” rendered here is the Greek 

word “Psuche” (pronounce psoo-khay). 

“Psuche” means “breath,” which 

means vitality and life.   

 

This means we are to love the Lord 

with all our lives, and with every 

breath! 

2. I will love the 

Lord with all my 

soul. (Love the 

Lord with all my 

life) 
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24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the 

Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by 

human hands.  

 

25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed 

anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath 

and everything else. 

Acts 17 
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26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should 

inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed 

times in history and the boundaries of their lands.  

 

27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps 

reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any 

one of us.  

 

28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some 

of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’  

Acts 17 
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God is our Creator.  He gives us breath 

and life.  As His children, we ought to 

love Him with our whole being – with 

our life and every breath. 

2. I will love the 

Lord with all my 

soul. (Love the 

Lord with all my 

life) 
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The Greek word for strength is 

“Ischus.”  It means ability, might and 

power.  The verse is telling us that our 

behavior manifested in our labor, work, 

action and deeds must reflect our 

sincere love for the Lord.  

3. What is to love 

the Lord with all 

our strength? 

(Love the Lord 

with my deeds)  
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9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have 

not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you 

with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives, 

Colossians 1 
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10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 

him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 

the knowledge of God,  

 

11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious 

might so that you may have great endurance and patience, 

Colossians 1 
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We ought to live a life worthy of our 

Christian calling.   

 

Jesus said in Matthew 5:16: “let your 

light shine before others, that they 

may see your good deeds and glorify 

your Father in heaven.”  

 

We must manifest our love for the Lord 

not only by words but through our 

behavior expressed in our good deeds. 

3. What is to love 

the Lord with all 

our strength? 

(Love the Lord 

with my deeds)  
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The ‘mind’ is from the Greek word 

“Dianoia,” meaning deep thought and 

understanding.  The mind is the center 

of our rational thinking.  The mind is 

the seat of logic, reason, wisdom and 

attitude. 

4. What is to love 

the Lord with all 

our minds? (Love 

the Lord with 

every thoughts) 
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The mind is where attitudes are 

formed. The right and proper attitude 

towards God brings understanding and 

wisdom.   

 

Therefore, the scripture says:  The fear 

of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.   

4. What is to love 

the Lord with all 

our minds? (Love 

the Lord with 

every thoughts) 
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The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who follow 

his precepts have good understanding.  To him belongs 

eternal praise.    

Psalm 111:10 
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Therefore, we are to love the Lord with our heart 

fully devoted to Him, with every breath of our life, 

with the strength of our labor and with every 

thought of our mind.  We ought to love the Lord 

our God with our whole existence! 
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How To Love the Lord? 
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Now that we know what it 

means to love the Lord 

with our heart, soul, 

strength and mind, the 

more important question 

is: How are we supposed to 

do it? 
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We know that what was referred to as the greatest 

commandment of the law is the “Shema.”   

 

The all-important verse is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5.  

How are we to love the Lord is detailed in the 

subsequent verses 6-9. 
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We love the Lord by putting His 

commandments on our hearts. These 

commandments are those detailed in 

Deuteronomy 5 and Exodus 20.   

 

Let’s go there for a while so we can be 

sure that these are the 

commandments that the scripture and 

Jesus referred to. 

Verse 6:  “These 

commandments 

that I give you 

today are to be on 

your hearts.” 
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1 Moses summoned all Israel and said: 

Hear, Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your hearing 

today. Learn them and be sure to follow them.  

 

2 The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb.  

 

Deuteronomy 5 
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3 It was not with our ancestors that the Lord made this 

covenant, but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. 

  

4 The Lord spoke to you face to face out of the fire on the 

mountain. 

Deuteronomy 5 
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5 (At that time I stood between the Lord and you to declare to 

you the word of the Lord, because you were afraid of the fire 

and did not go up the mountain.) And he said: 

 

6 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out 

of the land of slavery. 

 

Deuteronomy 5 
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7 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

 

8 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of 

anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the 

waters below.  

 

Deuteronomy 5 
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9 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the 

Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for 

the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of 

those who hate me,  

 

10 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who 

love me and keep my commandments.  

Deuteronomy 5 
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11 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for 

the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

 

12 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the Lord 

your God has commanded you.  

 

Deuteronomy 5 
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13 Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  

 

14 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God. On 

it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or 

daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your ox, your 

donkey or any of your animals, nor any foreigner residing in 

your towns, so that your male and female servants may rest, 

as you do.  

 

Deuteronomy 5 
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15 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the Lord 

your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm. Therefore the Lord your God has 

commanded you to observe the Sabbath day. 

 

16 “Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God 

has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may 

go well with you in the land the Lord your God is giving you.  

Deuteronomy 5 
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17 “You shall not murder. 

 

18 “You shall not commit adultery. 

 

19 “You shall not steal. 

 

20 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

 

Deuteronomy 5 
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21 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife. You shall not set your 

desire on your neighbor’s house or land, his male or female 

servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor.” 

 

22 These are the commandments the Lord proclaimed in a loud 

voice to your whole assembly there on the mountain from out of 

the fire, the cloud and the deep darkness; and he added nothing 

more. Then he wrote them on two stone tablets and gave them to 

me. 

Deuteronomy 5 
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The commandments of the Lord 

referred to here is the 

decalogue; the 10 

commandments of God.   

Deuteronomy 6 confirms this. 

We are instructed to put the 10 

commandments on our heart. 
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1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your 

God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you 

are crossing the Jordan to possess,  

 

2 so that you, your children and their children after them may 

fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his 

decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may 

enjoy long life. 

Deuteronomy 6 
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1. Matthew 19:17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is 

good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”  

 

2. John 14:15 “If you love me, keep my commands.” 

 

3. John 14:21 “Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves 

me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”  

 

4. John 15:10 “If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commands and remain in his love.” 

 

5. 1 John 5:3 “For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are 

not grievous.” 

To love the Lord is to keep and obey His commandments.  This is what Jesus said 

during His ministry: 
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The 10 commandments are commandments of love.  The first 

4 commands refer to the love for God and the next 6 

commands for the love of our neighbor.  Thus, Jesus said: all 

the laws and the prophets hang on these two (2) 

commandments. 
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37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

 

38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

 

Matthew 22 
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39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

 

40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

 

Matthew 22 
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Summation 

Since, you already memorized 

these two (2) verses in your heart 

and are your personal favorites.  It 

is good that you understand them 

and put them into good practice.  
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How do I love 

God with all 

my heart? 

Fear the Lord your God, serve 

him only and take your oaths in 

his name. 

Deuteronomy 6:13 
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How do I love 

God with all 

my soul? 

Do not put the Lord your God to 

the test. 

Deuteronomy 6:16 
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How do I love 

the Lord with 

all my mind? 

Be sure to keep the commands 

of the Lord your God and the 

stipulations and decrees he 

has given you. 

Deuteronomy 6:17 
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How do I love 

God with all 

my strength? 

Do what is right and good in the 

Lord’s sight, so that it may go 

well with you. 

Deuteronomy 6:18 
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The 2nd most beloved verse 

pertains to us.  It is our Christian 

obligation to love the Lord our God 

with our whole being.  We must 

keep and walk in the 

righteousness of His 

commandments.  

 

 If we truly believe in these two (2) 

most beautiful verses and live by 

them, we will not perish but have 

everlasting life.  

May the Lord grant you wisdom 

and enlightenment to see the 

beauty of His grace through His 

commands.   

 

The most beloved verse 

pertains to God.  God loves you. 

He sent His son to save you and 

to take your sins away.   
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Now, let us have these two (2) most beloved verses together 

expressed on a personal basis to complete the thought. 

 

  For God so loved me that he gave his one and only Son for me, 

when I believe in him, I shall not perish but I shall have 

everlasting life. Therefore, I will love the Lord my God with all my 

heart and with all my soul, with all my strength and all my mind, 

and I will love my neighbor as myself. 
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If you have faith in God and in 

Christ, these two (2) wonderful 

verses together will bring you 

eternal life.  

 

This is the core and central 

message of Jesus Christ and 

the true essence of 

Christianity.    
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Don’t just memorize 

them, live by them!  

Two most beloved verses in 

the Bible 


