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Proverbs 16:3
Commit to the Lord
whatever you do,
and he will establish
your plans.

The word “commit” comes from
the Hebrew root word “galal”
which means to roll or reveal.

It portrays reliance on the Lord.
Our plans must be in
accordance with God’s will; they
must have God’s approval. The
verse says, when we align our
plans with the Lord they will
prosper.
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Today, we will learn how we can align
our plans and goals with God and
find success in life.
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At the beginning of 2020, the start of a new
decade, everyone was optimistic. We set
out plans and goals for the year.
We made plans to improve our lives,
careers, relationships and well-beings. We
set goals to expand our businesses; get
better jobs; earn more money; get married;
start a new family; send children to school;
own a house; buy a car; travel abroad and
see the world.
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2020 turned out to be a big surprise, a
disappointment. The year started with so
much promise and ended up with so much
frustration and pain. No one could have
predicted how the year was to turn out.
None of our well-crafted plan came to
fruition in 2020. We had to adapt, adjust
and even forego some of our plans.
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Half a Plan
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Psalm 40:5
“Many, O LORD my God, are the
wonders you have done. The
things you planned for us no
one can recount to you; were I
to speak and tell of them, they
would be too many to declare.”

God also has a plan for
us.
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God’s plan for us didn’t get disrupted. In fact,
it’s right on course.
We are the crowning glory of God’s creation
and the center of His plan. God is faithful.
His plan for us endures forever.
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Jeremiah 29:11

‘For I know the plans I have for
you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans
to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and
a future.’

You have to be confident
that God is concerned
about you and He is
guiding you in some ways
more so during the
pandemic.
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This 2020, our plans were
disrupted. We learned that, at
best, our plans are only half a
plan. We do not know what
tomorrow will bring.
Many people think they have
control over their life but in reality
we don’t or we have very little
control of it. 2020 was a prime
example of this.
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Proverbs 27:1

“Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a
day may bring.”

11

We can make plans and contingencies,
but we do not know what tomorrow
brings.
A change in circumstance, like the
pandemic, can completely change our
plans. Not only can it change a day, it
can change everything.
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James 4
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or
that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.”
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes.
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James 4

15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and
do this or that.”
16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is
evil.
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James is correct. We have no control
over tomorrow with certainty. None
of us know what the future will
bring.
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God’s Plan

16

Proverbs 16:9
In their hearts humans
plan their course, but the
Lord establishes their
steps.

We only have half the plan because
we do not know what tomorrow will
bring. The other half of the plan is
from God. Therefore, if you want to
make a plan make sure your plan is
aligned with God’s plan.
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Proverbs 16:1-3 (GNT)
1 We may make our plans, but God has the last word.
2 You may think everything you do is right, but the Lord judges
your motives.

3 Ask the Lord to bless your plans, and you will be successful
in carrying them out.
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God has a plan for us. Sometimes,
God needs to re-arrange our plans
to line up with His plan.
Here are a few Biblical examples of
God changing the plans of
individuals:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Joseph
Moses
David
The Apostles
Paul
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1. Joseph

Joseph was the apple of his father’s
eyes. He was living a charmed life. His
annoyed and irate brothers sold him
into slavery.
At seventeen years old Joseph landed
in Egypt and was later jailed on a false
charge.
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Genesis 37
2 Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his
brothers, the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s
wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them.
3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because
he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe
for him.

4 When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any
of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.
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Genesis 37
23 So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his
robe—the ornate robe he was wearing—

24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was
empty; there was no water in it.
25 As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a
caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were
loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to
take them down to Egypt.
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Genesis 37
26 Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our
brother and cover up his blood?

27 Come, let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on
him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” His
brothers agreed.
28 So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled
Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver
to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt.
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Genesis 37
36 Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one
of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard.
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It seemed as if some terrible thing had
happened to him! But, God had a plan for
him. Joseph rose to become the
chancellor of Egypt; second only to the
king.

God called him at a very young age and
his life changed dramatically. He
eventually realized that God used him to
save his whole family from famine.
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Genesis 50
19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of
God?
20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.
21 So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.”
And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.
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2. Moses

Moses was royalty. He lived a charmed
life. He was a prince of Egypt. He grew
up in the palaces of the kings. Then
one day his life changed.
God changed his plan by revealing to
him who he really was – a Hebrew by
birth. From a prince he became a
fugitive. His wandering took him to
Midian, to the household of Jethro
where he became a shepherd for 40
years.
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Exodus 2
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in
Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers,
and I am concerned about their suffering.
8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and
spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.
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Exodus 2

9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen
the way the Egyptians are oppressing them.
10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the
Israelites out of Egypt.”
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God’s plan was to use him
to lead the Israelites out of
Egypt to the Promised Land.
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Hebrews 11
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.
25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather
than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin.

26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward.
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Hebrews 11
27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered
because he saw him who is invisible.
28 By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so
that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of
Israel.
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3. David

David was a young shepherd whom
God made king over the nation Israel.
He honed the skill of battle combating
the wild and fierce animals of the field
while protecting his flock.
God handpicked David to be king.
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1 Samuel 16
11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is
still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
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1 Samuel 16
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with
health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then
the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence
of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came
powerfully upon David.
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Despite his many failings,
David remained a man after
God’s own heart.
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4. The
Apostles

From being a tax collector and
fishermen God, called them to become
fishers of men. God changed their
career plan.
Most did not know their roles until the
day they receive the Holy Spirit. They
were to be witnesses of Christ and His
resurrection. All were martyred for the
gospel with exception of John.
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Matthew 4
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two
brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen.
19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for
people.”

20 At once they left their nets and followed him.
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Matthew 4
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of
Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father
Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them,

22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed
him.
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Luke 21
12 “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They
will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will
be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my
name.
13 And so you will bear testimony to me.
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5. Paul

An avid persecutor of the church, Paul’s
life changed when God confronted him
on his way to Damascus. God blinded
him for three (3) days to emphasize his
spiritual blindness.
Eventually, Paul became the most
ardent witness of Christ. He wrote half
of the books of the New Testament and
was the Apostle of Christ to the
gentiles.
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Acts 9
1 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against
the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest
2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that
if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or
women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem.
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Acts 9

3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him.
4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?”
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Acts 9
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied.
6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”
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Acts 9
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard
the sound but did not see anyone.
8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he
could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus.
9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.
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1 Corinthians 15
8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.
9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was
not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I,
but the grace of God that was with me.
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When we look at each of the instances carefully, you will find
commonalities to all the examples; they are:

1. Some strange
thing happened
to them

2. They accepted
God’s plan

3. They found
greater purpose
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1. Some strange thing happened to them

One was sold by his own brothers into slavery, another ran away for
murder, another was hunted as a criminal, the other got blind and
others (Apostles) became wanderers.

None knew what was happening to their lives. It would had felt like a
bad dream. None knew that God was establishing their steps.
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1 Peter 4
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has
come on you to test you, as though something strange were
happening to you.

13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.
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1 Peter 4

14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are
blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.
15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other
kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.
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1 Peter 4
16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but
praise God that you bear that name.
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey
the gospel of God?
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1 Peter 4

18 And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become
of the ungodly and the sinner?”
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit
themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.
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2. They accepted God’s plan

When God called them and changed their plans, they did not or
question God. They all faithfully followed God.
Their faith was strong because they knew God was with them.
all aligned their plans to that of God’s.

They
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Hebrews 10

36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of
God, you will receive what he has promised.
39 But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are
destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved.
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3.

They found greater purpose

Eventually, each person came to know the reason God changed their plans.
They were able to see God’s hand in the purpose of their new career and
they understood why God changed their plans.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Joseph – saved family from famine
Moses – liberated people from the bondage of Egypt
David – set-up a kingdom and royal lineage to Christ
Apostles – witnesses of Christ
Paul – Apostle to the gentiles
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1 Peter 5

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he
may lift you up in due time.
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God has the other half of our plans. So, what should we do?
Here are two tips:

02

01
Make your plans
together with God

Let God be part of your
plan
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1. Make your plans together with God

Proverbs 19:21

There are many plans in a
man’s heart, Nevertheless the
Lord’s counsel—that will
stand.

Plan together with God and ask God to
bless your plan. Unfortunately, many
of our plans do not include God.
Whatever we plan to do should be
according to God’s righteousness and
for the glory of God.
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James 4
1 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come
from your desires that battle within you?
2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot
get what you want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have
because you do not ask God.
3 When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong
motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.
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James 4
4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the
world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to
be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously
longs for the spirit he has caused to dwell in us?
6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says:
“God opposes the proud
but shows favor to the humble.”
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James 4
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or
that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money.”
14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is
your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes.
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James 4
15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and
do this or that.”

16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is
evil.
17 If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do
it, it is sin for them.
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When we make plans, we seldom seek
God’s wisdom and counsel. Our plans are
mostly based on what we want. They are
based on the wisdom and intelligence of
the world. We feel we are the captain of
our soul and master of our destiny.
As James said, we scheme, fight, quarrel
and devise elaborate plans anchored on
our instinct and desires.
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And, when we ask God our motives are wrong.
It’s not aligned with the will of God.

True success is not to seek and ask amiss.
Do it with Godly motives and seek divine
wisdom through Bible reading and prayer. Do
want is pleasing in God’s eyes.
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Romans 12
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—
this is your true and proper worship.

2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
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Make your plan with God and
you will find His favor!
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2. Let God be part of your plan

Psalm 20:4
“May he give you the desire
of your heart and make all
your plans succeed.”

Try to share your plans with God.
Commit to Him your plans and seek
His counsel and wisdom.
Talk to God about your plans. Tell Him
what is in your heart. Tell Him how
you intent to accomplish it. Ask Him
to bless your labor. And, you will find
success!
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Psalms 20:5

“May we shout for joy over your victory and lift up our banners in the
name of our God.”
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Genesis 24
1 Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had blessed him in every
way.
2 He said to the senior servant in his household, the one in charge of
all that he had, “Put your hand under my thigh.
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Genesis 24
3 I want you to swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God of
earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the
Canaanites, among whom I am living,
4 but will go to my country and my own relatives and get a wife for my
son Isaac.”
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Genesis 24
5 The servant asked him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come
back with me to this land? Shall I then take your son back to the
country you came from?”
6 “Make sure that you do not take my son back there,” Abraham said.
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Genesis 24
7 “The Lord, the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s
household and my native land and who spoke to me and promised
me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give this land’—he will
send his angel before you so that you can get a wife for my son from
there.

8 If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, then you will be
released from this oath of mine. Only do not take my son back there.”
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Genesis 24

9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham
and swore an oath to him concerning this matter.
10 Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his master’s camels
loaded with all kinds of good things from his master. He set out for
Aram Naharaim and made his way to the town of Nahor.
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Genesis 24
11 He had the camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it
was toward evening, the time the women go out to draw water.

12 Then he prayed, “Lord, God of my master Abraham, make me
successful today, and show kindness to my master Abraham.
13 See, I am standing beside this spring, and the daughters of the
townspeople are coming out to draw water.
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Genesis 24
14 May it be that when I say to a young woman, ‘Please let down your
jar that I may have a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your
camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen for your servant
Isaac. By this I will know that you have shown kindness to my master.”
15 Before he had finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on
her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son of Milkah, who
was the wife of Abraham’s brother Nahor.
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Genesis 24
16 The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had ever slept
with her. She went down to the spring, filled her jar and came up
again.
17 The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please give me a little
water from your jar.”
18 “Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands
and gave him a drink.
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Genesis 24
19 After she had given him a drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your
camels too, until they have had enough to drink.”
20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well
to draw more water, and drew enough for all his camels.

21 Without saying a word, the man watched her closely to learn
whether or not the Lord had made his journey successful.
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Genesis 24
22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took out a gold
nose ring weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten
shekels.

23 Then he asked, “Whose daughter are you? Please tell me, is there
room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?”
24 She answered him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that
Milkah bore to Nahor.”
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Genesis 24
25 And she added, “We have plenty of straw and fodder, as well as
room for you to spend the night.”
26 Then the man bowed down and worshiped the Lord,
27 saying, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham,
who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master.
As for me, the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my
master’s relatives.”
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You may think this kind of occurrence is rare
and far in between. The truth is it occurs more
often than you think. It simply requires faith
and letting God into your plan.

80

Philippians 4
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near.

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests (plans) to God.
7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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Wake up call
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How about you? Do you see God’s hand in
your life? Are you making plans with God?
We know that God does not micromanage
our lives. He does not tell or force us to do
certain things at certain times. God is not in
control of everything we do or everything that
happens to us.
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2 Peter 3:9

“God wills that none would
perish but all would come
to repentance.”

God leads and guides us to the right
path through the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit. God wants us to be holy
and to attain salvation.

God can redirect your life and point
towards the right path and steps
leading to the truth.
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God does not control your life. He may change and
redirect your plans in order to lead you and guide
you to the truth. After that, the decision whether
to follow is yours.

God does not micromanage your entire life. Not
even those of Joseph, Moses, David, the Apostles
or even Paul. God re-arranged their plans and
pointed a new direction. God has no desire to
control your life. He wants a son and a daughter,
not a puppet.
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What happened in 2020 is a wake up call.
We now realize that life is fragile and can
be taken from us anytime.
During the stay-home quarantine we have
had more than enough time to reflect on
our lives, priorities and ultimate goals. God
has crossed our minds many times. We
spent more time reading the Bible, joining
on-line worship and fellow groups and in
prayer. The silver lining in this pandemic is
it allows us to connect with God.
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Summation
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Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you and not
to harm you, plans to give you
hope and a future.

God has a plan for you.
What is this hope and future? Your
hope and ours is to become children
of God.
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2 Corinthians 6:18
“I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says
the Lord Almighty.”
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Luke 12
31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as
well.
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to
give you the kingdom.
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Amid the pandemic, God is changing
your plan. He is aligning yours to His.
Your life will change if you found the
truth and become faithful to Him.
When you do your life will change
meaningfully.
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Proverbs 16:9

“A person plans his course,
but the Lord directs his
steps.”

God’s aim and goal is to bring you
into the Kingdom of God.
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We have half of the plan. Let God
participate in the other half. Then
you will have a full plan destined to
success.
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END
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