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The Passover season is a good time to be 

reminded of the sacrifice of Christ that took 

away our sins.   

 

The title of the message is “Rise, From 

Darkness to Glory.” 
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In this message, we will examine the 

cruelty, malevolence and evil that 

Jesus had to walk through in order to 

save humanity.   

 

We can truly appreciate the grace, 

love and kindness of God against the 

backdrop of the suffering and passion 

of Christ. And, learn precious life 

lessons from it. 
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The life Jesus lived was filled with 

sorrow, grief, pain and suffering.   

 

The only joy Jesus had was doing 

the work of The Eternal Father.   

 

To accomplish the work, He had to 

walk through darkness – the valley of 

death. 
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He was flogged, scourged, crucified, mocked and ridiculed. He saw his mother grieve for 

his suffering and death. 

Jesus most probably lost his father at an early age. The scripture no longer mentions 

Joseph after Jesus was 12 years old. Jesus would have had to support the family. 

 

He was estranged from his siblings and disliked by his town mates. He was criticized at 

ever turn.  He had low regard from the people. He was hated by the people he came to 

save. 

He was betrayed by a close friend, arrested and charged as a criminal. Those close to 

him abandoned him. 
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Jesus was tempted with all the evil that could 

befall a man.  He experienced all the evil.  

 

He walked through the darkest valley with a 

purpose.  He walked through it into glory – his 

and ours.   

 

He walked through darkness and conquered 

evil for our sake. 
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Cruelty 
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Human nature at its worse can be 

extremely cruel. Christ experienced 

the worst of human cruelty.   

 

Yet, His love and compassion for 

humanity never diminished. 
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The scripture says Jesus came to His own and His own rejected Him.  He came to 

His very own chosen people; yet the Hebrews and the elders of Israel rejected 

Him.  Jesus received the most inhumane treatment from the people He came to 

save. 

Jesus came preaching salvation and the Kingdom of God. He taught with 

authority, the revealed the truth, and imparted divine wisdom. He taught in the 

synagogue, preached in the fields,  rub shoulders with the rich,  and dined with the 

poor. He forgave sins, comforted the weak, gave peace to the weary, gave hope to 

the lost, revealed Himself to creation, and revealed the Father. Yet, He was 

considered a blasphemer, a sinner, a glutton and a drunkard. 
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He performed great 

miracles.  Miracles that could only 

come from God.  John 3:2.   

 

He fed the hungry, healed the sick, 

gave sight to the blind, restored 

hearing to the deaf, made the lame 

walk, drove out demons, and raised 

the dead 

Yet again, these good deeds were dismissed and even attributed to Beelzebub. 
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The chief priests and the elders hated Jesus.  They plotted to kill Jesus.  (Matthew 26, 

John 18-19)  

 

They bribed Judas Iscariot to betray Jesus, had Jesus arrested on a false charge of 

rebellion and sedition, gave Jesus a mock trial and charged Him with blasphemy.  

 

They demanded Pilate to sentence Jesus to death, threatened Pontus Pilate that he is 

no friend of Caesar if he let Jesus go free, persuaded the crowd to ask for the release 

of Barabbas instead of Jesus, persuaded the crowd to have Jesus executed, and 

demanded that Jesus be crucified. They chanted “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 
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It must have been humbling for Christ 

to be treated with hatred and evil 

despite of all the goodness He has 

shown the people. 
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The Torture 
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The Roman soldiers by craft and 

vocation were the most cruel trained 

killers.  They were feared for their 

ruthlessness.  

 

They were godless (not Christians), 

mean and merciless. Jesus suffered the 

most physical injury from the cruel 

Roman soldiers.  (Matthew 27) 
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They mocked him — put a 

scarlet robe on him, put 

staff on his right hand, 

insulted him, twisted a 

crown of thorns and set it 

on his head 

None of the two criminals crucified along with Christ were treated in a similar 

manner.  Jesus suffered the worst of the Roman soldier’s cruelty.  Jesus was not 

shown mercy. 

They made him carry his 

own cross, nailed him to 

the stake and pierced his 

side with a spear 

They physically tortured 

him—flogged him, 

scourged him, repeatedly 

struck him on the head, 

slapped him, stripped 

him 
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The Chief Priests and the elders of 

Israel were at the foot of Golgota 

witnessing the execution.   

 

They were there to mock and ridicule 

Jesus saying; “He saves others but 

cannot save himself.” 
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The Broken Body 
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The Passover season reminds us of 

the suffering Jesus went through just 

so you and I can have life and have it 

more abundantly.  
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Jesus said: “No greater love is there 

than to die for a friend.”   
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Isaiah 53 
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Jesus the Lamb of God went through a great 

sacrifice.  He experienced the worst of human 

cruelty. In the midst of cruelty he extends 

mercy unto all. Isaiah 53 spoke about it 700 

years before Christ. 

 

Indeed, Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sins of the world.  The understanding 

of this very scripture is a revelation coming 

from the Holy Spirit. 
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26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the 

desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.”  

 

27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an 

important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which 

means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 

worship,  

 

 

Acts 8 
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28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of 

Isaiah the prophet.  

 

29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 

 

30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the 

prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 

 

 

Acts 8 
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34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking 

about, himself or someone else?” 

 

35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 

good news about Jesus. 

 

 

Acts 8 
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36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and 

the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of 

my being baptized?”  

 

[37] Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” The 

eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

 

38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

 

 

Acts 8 
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1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord 

been revealed? 

 

2  He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 

ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him.” 

Isaiah 53 
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3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and 

familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was 

despised, and we held him in low esteem.  

 

4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered 

him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 

Isaiah 53 
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5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 

wounds we are healed. 

 

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 

way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Isaiah 53 

28 



7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was 

led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is 

silent, so he did not open his mouth.  

 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his 

generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for 

the transgression of my people he was punished. 

Isaiah 53 
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9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 

death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

 

10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 

though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring 

and prolong his days,and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 

 

 

Isaiah 53 
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11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by 

his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear 

their iniquities.  

 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide 

the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and 

was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and 

made intercession for the transgressors. 

 

 

 

Isaiah 53 

31 



From Darkness to Glory 
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45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the 

land.  

 

46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”). 

 

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 

spirit. 

 

Matthew 27 
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Total darkness covered the land from high 

noon to three in the afternoon.  When the 

sun was supposed to shine the brightest, 

there was pitch darkness.  

 

At that moment, the temple ground was 

stilled by the darkness and commotions 

filled temple ground.  The temple activities 

halted. 
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At Jesus’ death, light broke through 

the darkness. Darkness vanished 

from the sky and brilliant mid-day light 

shone through.  

 

Light streamed into the temple courts 

and onto the Holy Place and the 

curtain of the temple was torn in two 

from top to bottom. 
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51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split. 

 

Matthew 27 
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The veil separates the holy place from the Holy of Holies where the mercy seat of the Ark of 

the Covenant is situated. The veil signifies the separation of God and mankind because of 

sin.  Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 59:2: “your iniquities have separated between you and your God.” 

This veil was torn when Christ died on the cross (Matt. 27:51; Mark 15:38; Luke 23:45) 

signifying that separation has been lifted as a direct result of Christ’s sacrifice.  Jesus is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  
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8 The Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy 

Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still 

functioning. 

Hebrews 9 
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11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now 

already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle 

that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 

creation. 

 

12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he 

entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining 

eternal redemption. 

Hebrews 9 
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At the moment of Jesus’ death, the sin 

that separated man from God was taken 

away.  

 

Now, we have direct access to God 

through the sacrifice of Christ for the 

forgiveness of sin and eternal 

reconciliation. 
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54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw 

the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 

exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

Matthew 27 
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Mercy 
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34  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing.” 

 

Luke 23 
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In the midst of cruelty, He offers 

mercy.  In the face of death, He 

offers life.  He came not to 

condemn the world rather He came 

to save it.   

 

This was the extent of His grace, 

compassion and love for mankind. 
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God forgave the crowd who were crying 

for blood, who were shouting “Crucify 

him, crucify him!”  

 

Three thousand of them were baptized 

on Pentecost Day and five thousand a 

few days after.  God shows MERCY to 

all who are willing to repent. 
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Even the priests who weighted 

the evidence before them and 

saw the majesty and the 

evidence of the resurrected 

Christ, became obedient to the 

faith. 
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So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the 

faith. 

Acts 6:7 
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Paul’s conversion came much later.  He 

was not part of the initial converts.  He 

was still fuming murderous intentions 

when confronted by Jesus while on the 

way to Damascus.   

 

Paul realized he was the greatest 

sinner.  Yet God had mercy unto him 

too.  In the midst of unspeakable 

cruelty, Christ offered grace and mercy. 
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His mercy is open to the High 

Priests, (Annas and Caiaphas), 

members of the Sanhedrin, Pontus 

Pilate, the soldiers and all who will 

believe in Him! 
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For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the 

death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved 

by His life. 

Romans 5:10 
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Into Glory 
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From the darkest valley, Jesus 

walked into Glory.   Jesus was 

taken into the heavens as the 

disciples looked on. 
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But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little 

while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so 

that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

Hebrews 2:9 
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The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 

his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had 

provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

in heaven. 

Hebrews 1:3 
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But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the 

glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he 

said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand 

of God.” 

Acts 7:55 

55 



10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory, it was fitting that God, 

for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the pioneer 

of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 

 

11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy 

are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers 

and sisters.” 

Hebrews 2 
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Jesus came with a mission. Jesus came 

to save a brother and sister from 

death.  He walked through darkness into 

glory to accomplish this.   
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Eyes on the Goal 
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Brethren, we too have our lives to 

live.  Life’s journey can be challenging, 

filled with trials and sufferings.  

Some of us may be wrestling with 

difficulties, hardships, pain or some form 

of distress.  

Jesus was able to walk through the darkness because He had His eyes on the goal. 
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You may be walking in the dark 

valley right now—perhaps going 

through a: 

 

1. Health condition 

2. Family crisis  

3. Broken relationship 

4. Career difficulty 

5. Financial problem 

6. Temptation struggle 
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All our problems are temporary. They will all pass away 

in due time.   The pain, discomfort and suffering we 

experience cannot compare to the glory that awaits us!   

 

We need to walk through life’s challenges with 

confidence knowing that better things are ahead of 

us.  Christ has gone before us.  He has paved the 

way.  He will not leave us nor abandon us.  Better things, 

better days and better rewards awaits the saints. 
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3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort, 

 

4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.  

2 Corinthians 1 
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5 For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our 

comfort abounds through Christ. 

 

6 If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are 

comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient 

endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 

2 Corinthians 1 
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7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in 

our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 

 

8 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the 

troubles we experienced in the province of Asia. We were under great 

pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we despaired of life 

itself. 

2 Corinthians 1 
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9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this 

happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the 

dead. 

 

10 He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us 

again. On him we have set our hope that he will continue to deliver us, 

2 Corinthians 1 
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1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, just as God has shown us 

mercy, we do not become discouraged. 

2 Corinthians 4 
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6 For God, who said “Let light shine out of darkness,” is the one who 

shined in our hearts to give us the light of the glorious knowledge of God 

in the face of Christ. 

 

7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that the extraordinary power 

belongs to God and does not come from us. 

2 Corinthians 4 
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8 We are experiencing trouble on every side, but are not crushed; we are 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; 

 

9 we are persecuted, but not abandoned; we are knocked down, but not 

destroyed, 

 

10 always carrying around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life 

of Jesus may also be made visible in our body. 

2 Corinthians 4 
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11 For we who are alive are constantly being handed over to death for 

Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our 

mortal body. 

 

12 As a result, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 

 

13 But since we have the same spirit of faith as that shown in what has 

been written, “I believed; therefore I spoke,” we also believe, therefore 

we also speak. 

2 Corinthians 4 
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14 We do so because we know that the one who raised up Jesus will 

also raise us up with Jesus and will bring us with you into his presence. 

 

15 For all these things are for your sake, so that the grace that is 

including more and more people may cause thanksgiving to increase to 

the glory of God. 

2 Corinthians 4 
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16 Therefore we do not despair, but even if our physical body is wearing 

away, our inner person is being renewed day by day. 

 

17 For our momentary, light suffering is producing for us an eternal 

weight of glory far beyond all comparison 

 

18 because we are not looking at what can be seen but at what cannot 

be seen. For what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is 

eternal. 

2 Corinthians 4 
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We may have to walk through life’s 

difficult challenges before entering 

into the same glory just like Jesus 

did.  

 

We need to continually fix our eyes 

on the goal. 

 

Let us walk as Jesus walked 
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Glory Awaits 
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1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 

witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 

easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out 

for us, 

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy 

set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down 

at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you 

will not grow weary and lose heart. 

. 

Hebrews 12 
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14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the 

glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 
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I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the 

salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

2 Timothy 2:10 
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And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of 

glory that will never fade away. 

1 Peter 5:4 
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Summary 
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Psalm 23 is a very beautiful Psalm. 

King David was experiencing a time of “doom and 

gloom”; he felt danger as though death was near. 

Hardship, peril, chaos, and deep suffering were 

invading his life.  

In our fallen world, these things will invade our lives 

too.  At some point, you and I will make that long, slow, 

painful walk through the “dark valley.” Hopefully, we will 

emerge glorious and victorious at the end. 

79 



1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 

 

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, 

 

3 he refreshes my soul. 

He guides me along the right path 

for his name’s sake. 

Psalm 23 
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4 Even though I walk 

through the darkest valley; 

I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

Psalm 23 
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5 You prepare a table before me  

in the presence of my enemies. 

You anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. 

 

6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 

all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Psalm 23 
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Let’s all walk with faith and confidence 

through life’s unpleasant challenges and 

difficulties, face them as they come, stand 

firm, stay the course and fix our eyes on 

Jesus our forerunner and the perfecter of 

our faith. 
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Brethren and friends, Jesus said that in this life 

we will have trouble.  You may be carrying a 

problem, a hurt, a need, a trial; or experiencing 

sorrow, grief, threat and danger; or suffering 

from injustice, injury, health and pain. Always 

remember what Jesus said: 
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“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 

world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

 

 

John 16:33 
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What can I leave with you today?   

What lesson can we learn from 

the experience of what Christ 

went through? 
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3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great 

mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 

4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 

inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 

 

5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the 

salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 

1 Peter 1 
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6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have 

had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

 

7 These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of 

greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may 

result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

 

 

1 Peter 1 
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8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do 

not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible 

and glorious joy, 

 

9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. 

 

 

1 Peter 1 
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Yes, Jesus is the perfecter 

of our faith.  Let us walk as 

He walked.  Walk from trial 

to triumph.  Rise from the 

valley to glory. 
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END 
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