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Do you own treasures in heaven?  

It is difficult to own treasures on earth 

how much more owning treasures in 

heaven.    

 

Have you ever considered owning 

treasures in heaven?  If you do, this 

Bible study is for you.  Jesus taught 

about this matter more often than you 

think. 
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Jesus said: use your earthly wealth that 

God has blessed you with to build your 

treasures in heaven. 

 

The bottom line is this: use God’s 

blessing to bless others.  Then, you will 

have treasures in heaven. 

2 



Luke 17:10 

10 ‘When you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants, 

we have only done our duty.’ 

This is not about tithing.    

 

Tithe is a command.   

Tithe is your obligation to God.  

Tithe is an expression of 

thanksgiving to God.  Honoring God 

for his grace and blessing. 

 

God gives your tithes to the church 

for the administration of the gospel. 

Charity is an act of grace on your 

part towards others.  

 

This money is not given to the 

church.  This money is what you 

share with the poor and needy. 
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This is beyond being a philanthropist  

or just giving your wealth away 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 13:3  

 

If I give all I possess to the poor and 

give over my body to hardship that I 

may boast, but do not have love, I gain 

nothing. 
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There is a godly way of charity that builds treasures 

in heaven.  If you want to learn more, please stay 

with us until the end of the presentation.   

 

We will explore and learn from two (2) of Jesus’ 

poignant parables on how to build treasures in 

heaven. 

 

First, let us get to the heart of what Jesus said.  Let’s 

go to Matthew 6. 
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Matthew 6 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal.  

 

20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 

not break in and steal.  

 

21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also. 

Jesus said we ought to lay up 

treasures in heaven.   

 

Earthly treasures pass away but 

treasures in heaven are eternal.   

 

This is the kind of treasures we 

should desire. 
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Matthew 6 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 

The word “healthy” is translated 

from the Greek word “haplous.”    

 

The root word “hap” means  

“happy, cheerful.”  

However, Jesus spoke in 

Aramaic.  The Hebrew word Jesus 

used is “berakah,” which  was also 

used in Proverbs 11:25 

 

"The generous (berakah) man will be 

prosperous, And he who waters will 

himself be watered." 

Therefore, the proper contextual 

reading should be:  

 

22 The eye is the lamp of the body. 

If your eyes be “generous”, your 

whole body willl be full of light. 
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Matthew 6 

23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole body will be 

full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, 

how great is that darkness! 

 

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 

one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money. 

If one is stingy, his life is a misery.  

How sad indeed if one prefers 

money more than God.   

 

There is no halfway compromise in 

doing good deeds and loving God.  

 

Being generous towards God is a 

matter of choice and priority.  This is 

a decision of the heart. 
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People accumulate wealth for security. We want 

to secure our future and to provide for ourselves 

and for our children.   It’s perfectly fine to create 

wealth and make provisions for the 

future.  Financial prudence is a biblical principle. 

 

However, Jesus said: Don’t be too overwhelmed 

with your security that you fail to help the poor 

and the needy.  

 

Don’t worry, I will provide. Now, do your part of 

charity.  
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Matthew 6 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 

 

26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 

 

27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life[e]? 
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Matthew 6 

28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do 

not labor or spin. 

 

29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 

 

30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 
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Matthew 6 

31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ 

 

32 For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 

need them. 
 

12 



Matthew 6 

33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 

you as well. 

 

34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 

has enough trouble of its own. 
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Jesus said: Don’t be too concerned about 

your financial security and well-being.  I am 

your surety.  

I am watching over you and blessing you.  Set 

your priority right.  Seek God and His kingdom 

first. Start laying up treasures in heaven.  And, I 

will add to your sufficiency. 

14 



Proverbs 19:17 

Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will 

reward them for what they have done. 

This is a promise from 

God.  Whatever you give out to 

help others, God will repay you 

for your good deeds.  

 

Isn’t this the riches treasure in 

heaven? 
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The 

Parables 
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Now, we shall consider two (2) of Jesus’ 

parables on the subject matter. These two (2) 

parables together give us one powerful lesson 

on what is to lay up treasures in heaven.   

 

They are the Parable of the Shrewd Steward 

and Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man. 
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Luke 16 

1 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting 

his possessions. 

 

2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of 

your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 

 

3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. 

I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg 

 

4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their 

houses.’ 
 

Parable of the Shrewd Steward  
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5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the 

first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 

 

6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. 

 

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it 

four hundred and fifty.’ 

 

7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe? 

 

“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied 

 

“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 

The shrewd steward had been 

dishonest having embezzled 

some funds from the owner. The 

master found out about his 

wrongdoing and demanded his 

resignation. 

 

When he was caught he quickly 

granted favors and made friends 

of the debtors. 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Shrewd Steward  
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8 “The master commended the dishonest manager 

because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this 

world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than 

are the people of the light. 

The master commended the 

shrewd servant for being wise. The 

servant made friends to secure his 

future.   

 

The people of the world make this 

kind of wise self-preservation 

decision all the time. 
 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Shrewd Steward  
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9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 

yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed 

into eternal dwellings. 

Here you have it.  Directly from 

Jesus Christ!  Use worldly wealth to 

gain eternal dwelling! 

 

Jesus stressed that we must be wise 

to secure our eternal position.  We 

must have the instinct to act 

shrewdly to attain eternal life. We 

must use our wealth (money, 

resources or assets) to secure our 

eternal future. 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Shrewd Steward  
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10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be 

trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very 

little will also be dishonest with much. 

 

11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly 

wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 

 

12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone 

else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 

Wealth is a test.  When God blesses you 

witha all kinds of material possession, you 

are to use them wisely to make friends of 

the needy.  

 

The wealth belongs to God and when God 

entrusts you with riches, use it well to 

secure your eternal inheritance.   

 

Be faithful to your tithes and help the 

needy.  In this way, you are storing 

treasures in heaven. 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Shrewd Steward  
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13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 

one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one 

and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.” 

Set your priority straight. Put God 

first.   

 

Use your wealth to please and 

honor God and help the people 

need. 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Shrewd Steward  
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19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and 

fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 

 

20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered 

with sores 

 

21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. 

Even the dogs came and licked his sores.” 

The rich man was not wise. He loved 

his wealth and money more than 

God.   

 

He did not use God’s blessings to help 

the disadvantaged and win friends of 

the poor and needy.   

 

Even the dogs noticed Lazarus but the 

rich man ignored Lazarus. The rich 

man had no charity.  

Luke 16 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
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22 “The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. 

The rich man also died and was buried. 

 

23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with 

Lazarus by his side. 

 

24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip 

of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
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25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your 

lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus 

received bad things, but now he is comforted here and 

you are in agony. 

 

26 And besides all this, between us and you a great 

chasm has been set in place, so that those who want to 

go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over 

from there to us.’ 

The rich man hoarded wealth to 

his own destruction.   

 

The rich man was not rich 

towards God. 

Luke 16 
Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
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Luke 16 

27 “He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 

 

28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place 

of torment.’ 

 

29 “Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 

 

30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 

repent.’ 

 

31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus 
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The Old 

Command  

of Moses  
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Jesus said if they do not listen to Moses and 

the prophets, they will not be convinced even 

if someone rises from the dead. 

 

What was Jesus referring to when he 

mentioned the teachings of Moses and the 

prophets?   

 

The principle of godly living and building 

treasures in heaven has always been 

enshrined in the laws of God given through 

Moses. 
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Deuteronomy 15 

6 For the Lord your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many 

nations but will borrow from none. You will rule over many nations but none will rule over 

you. 

 

7 If anyone is poor among your fellow Israelites in any of the towns of the land 

the Lord your God is giving you, do not be hardhearted or tightfisted toward them.  

 

8 Rather, be openhanded and freely lend them whatever they need. 
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Deuteronomy 15 

10 Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this 

the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 

 

11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be 

openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy in your land. 
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Deuteronomy 24 

10 When you make a loan of any kind to your neighbor, do not go into their house to get 

what is offered to you as a pledge. 

 

11 Stay outside and let the neighbor to whom you are making the loan bring the pledge out 

to you. 

 

12 If the neighbor is poor, do not go to sleep with their pledge in your possession. 

 

13 Return their cloak by sunset so that your neighbor may sleep in it. Then they will thank 

you, and it will be regarded as a righteous act in the sight of the Lord your God. 
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Deuteronomy 24 

14 Do not take advantage of a hired worker who is poor and needy, whether that worker is 

a fellow Israelite or a foreigner residing in one of your towns. 

 

15 Pay them their wages each day before sunset, because they are poor and are counting 

on it. Otherwise they may cry to the Lord against you, and you will be guilty of sin. 
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Deuteronomy 24 

19 When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to get 

it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may 

bless you in all the work of your hands. 

 

20 When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go over the branches a second 

time. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.  

 

21 When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave 

what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow.  

 

22 Remember that you were slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this. 
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Always leave something for the poor  

The principle of charity, giving, helping the 

poor and building treasures in heaven has 

always been an important part of the 

commands of God. 
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How much 

should I give to 

charity? 
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But, first we ask: where does charity start? 

Home Church Immediate Community 

Charity starts at home. When your 

family members need help, open your 

hands to help.    

 

When they come for a loan, don’t 

hide from them. And, when you lend 

don’t expect being paid back. God 

will be the one to repay you!  

There is another home that 

needs your help and that is the 

household of God.  

 

Help your fellow brothers and 

sisters in the faith. 

Do not forget the widows and 

orphans who live within your 

neighborhood and community. 
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How much should you set aside for 

charity?   

 

There is no exact prescribed 

amount.  But, there seems to be an 

instruction in the scripture.  
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Deuteronomy 14 

28 At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of 

that year’s produce and store it in your towns, 

 

29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or 

inheritance of their own) and the foreigners, the fatherless 

and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat 

and be satisfied, and so that the Lord your God may bless 

you in all the work of your hands. 
 

The command is 10% every three 

years or about 3.5% yearly of 

your annual income.  This seems 

to be the minimum amount. 
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Can one give more than the minimum 

amount?  Paul has this to say in 2 Corinthians 9 

 

There was a famine in Jerusalem.  Paul initiated 

a charity drive for the brethren in Jerusalem.  He 

encouraged the Corinthians to do their part since 

they have received many blessings from the 

Lord. 
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2 Corinthians 9 

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. 

 

7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

 

8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 

 

9 As it is written: 

 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their righteousness endures forever.” 
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2 Corinthians 9 

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 

 

11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 

through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

 

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 

also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.  
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2 Corinthians 9 

13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for 

the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your 

generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 

 

14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing 

grace God has given you. 

 

15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
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God enriches those who are gracious to 

others.  Words cannot describe the gift of God! 

 

I think the 3.5% a year is the minimum.  And, you 

can be as generous as you want to be.   

 

God loves a cheerful giver, one who gives 

cheerfully with an open heart! 
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The 

Reward 
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Let us look at another parable before we close. 

 

 Jesus eloquently conveyed in this parable that 

helping the poor and needy is one of the criteria 

for a life with Christ. 
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Matthew 25 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. 

 

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from 

another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 

 

33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
 

 

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
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Matthew 25 

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 

take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

 

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,  

 

36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.’ 
 

 

 

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
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Matthew 25 

37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 

or thirsty and give you something to drink? 

 

38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 

 

39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
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Matthew 25 

40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

 

41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 

 

42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 

nothing to drink, 

 

43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 

me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’ 

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
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Matthew 25 

44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 
 

45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you 

did not do for me.’ 

 

46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
 

 

Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 
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This parable needs no explanation.  It 

connects right to the parable of Lazarus 

and the Rich Man.   

 

The message us clear!  Use your worldly 

wealth to help the poor and the needy and 

you will lay up treasures in heaven and be 

welcomed into God’s eternal dwelling. 
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Summation 
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Now, you know how to build your treasures in heaven. 

 

Use your earthly resources and wealth that God has so 

generously blessed you with to win friends and secure your 

eternal well-being.   

 

Use it to fulfill your obligation to God and to help the poor and 

the needy.  In this manner you are storing up treasures in 

heaven.  

 

Giving your wealth away in not enough.  It has to be done with 

the right motive, reason and perspective.  It is done with a 

sincere heart and genuine love of God. 
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1 Timothy 6 

17 Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 

hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment. 

 

18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to 

share. 

 

19 In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming 

age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
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This, my brethren and friends, is how 

treasures are built and stored in 

heaven.   

 

Start laying up yours! 
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One final question before we close. 

 

What is this precious treasure in 

heaven Jesus talked about?  
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Luke 6:35 

35 Love your enemies, do good to them,  and lend to them without 

expecting to get anything back.  They your reward will be great, and you will 

be children of the Most High.  
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Galatians 4:7 

7 You are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are a child, God 

has made you also an heir. 
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60 

Your great, priceless and precious 

treasure in heaven is to become God’s 

son; an heir of God and co-heir with 

Christ. 



Romans 8 

16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 

 

17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs 

with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also 

share in his glory. 
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2 Peter 1 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through 

our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness 

 

4 Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so 

that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having 

escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desire 
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