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Are you holy?

The Apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter
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1 Peter 1:15-16
Notes:

15 But just as he who called you is holy, 

so be holy in all you do;

16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I 

am holy.”

Notice that verse 16 is in quotation 

marks. Peter quoted what God 

said.

The Lord said: be holy, because I, 

the Lord your God, am holy.”
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Notes:

Hebrews 12:14

Make every effort to live in peace with 

everyone and to be holy; without 

holiness no one will see the Lord.

Christians must be holy as God is 

holy; otherwise, they won’t see the 

Lord.

According to the Bible, Holiness is a 

requirement for salvation. Let us 

read that once again: “without 

holiness no one will see the Lord.”
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The bottom line

God is holy.  If you belong to God 

you must be holy too.
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You must be holy and you must live a holy life 

because our God is holy. If you belong to God you 

must be holy too.

How can one attain holiness? The answer to this 

important question is in the pages of the Bible.
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So, please stay with us and we will answer 4 simple yet vital questions:

1. What is meant 

by holy?

2. What is to be 

holy?

3. How can one be 

holy?

4. How to live a 

holy life?
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1. What is meant by holy?

2. What is to be holy?

3. How can one be holy?

4 How to live a holy life?
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The word ‘holy” comes from the old 

English word “hal” or “hallow” that 

means “whole and compete.”

This is where the notion of religious 

completion and perfection comes from.

To many, the word “holy” has the 

connotation of “righteousness, purity, 

morally and perfection.”
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However, the original Hebrew word “qadosh” 

(kedushah) translated ‘Holy” carries an entirely 

different meaning.

The basic Hebraic concept of the word ‘Holy”’ 

has the connotation of sanctification 

suggesting “separation or set-apart.”

The Hebrew word “qadosh” for “holy” means 

“sanctification or setting apart by God.” 
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Sanctification or setting apart means that 

certain people and objects are special, 

dedicated, devoted and consecrated for 

God and by God.

Therefore, ‘holy’ means to be sanctified 

and separated by God from the general 

common people and objects.

Since God is Holy, His people and 

children are holy having been set-aside by 

God for His own purpose.
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God is holy. All those who 

are called by God and 

belong to God are holy.

God sets them apart to be 

His treasured possession. 

They are holy to the Lord!
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1. What is meant by holy?

2. What is to be holy?

3. How can one be holy?

4. How to live a holy life?
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Revelation 15:4

“Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and 

glorify Your name? For You alone are 

holy.”

The scripture says God is 

unique and intrinsically 

good.

His goodness is separated 

from the sinfulness of the 

world.

Notes:
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A person or an object becomes ‘holy’ 

when it is set apart for His divine 

purpose. 

It carries with it a sense of belonging. It 

is ‘holy’ because God separated it for 

His own purpose; therefore, it belongs 

to Him.

Anything that belongs to God is 

holy. That is the simple meaning of 

“holiness.”
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1. The temple is holy

2. The temple vessels are holy

3. Holy garments (Exodus 28:2)

4. The priests are holy

5. The tithes are holy (Deuteronomy 26:13)

Everything that belongs to God is holy

6. Offerings and dedications are holy

7. Israel is holy (Exodus 19:6)

8. The Sabbath Day is holy

9. The Festivals of the Lord are holy

10. God’s people are holy

All these things are “holy” because they are set apart for God and 

they belong to God. Only God can sanctify an object to be holy.
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The concept of consecration and 

setting apart as “holy” goes way back 

to the Old Testament time.
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Deuteronomy 7: 6

“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your 

God has chosen you to be a people for Himself, a special 

treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth.
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Leviticus 11:44

For I am the Lord your God. You shall therefore consecrate 

yourselves, and you shall be holy; for I am holy.
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Leviticus 19

1 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

2 “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and 

say to them: ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am

holy.
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Leviticus 20

25 You shall therefore distinguish between clean animals and 

unclean, between unclean birds and clean, and you shall not make 

yourselves abominable by beast or by bird, or by any kind of living 

thing that creeps on the ground, which I have separated from you as 

unclean. 

26 And you shall be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy, and have 

separated you from the peoples, that you should be Mine.
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Exodus 31:13

“Speak also to the children of Israel, saying: ‘Surely My Sabbaths you 

shall keep, for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your 

generations, that you may know that I am the Lord who sanctifies you.
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God is holy.

All those who are called by God 

and belong to God are holy.

God sets them apart to be His 

treasured possession.They are holy 

to the Lord! 
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Are you holy to the Lord?

Do you belong to God?

If you do, then you need to be holy 

as the Lord your God is holy. 
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1. What is meant by holy?

2. What is to be holy?

3. How can one be holy?

4. How to live a holy life?
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A person is holy when he is set-

apart by God and belongs to 

God.

Who are these persons?
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• A chosen generation is rendered in 

other translations as an “elect people.”

• A royal priesthood means we are the 

noble teachers of God’s laws.

• A holy nation means we are sanctified 

citizens of the Kingdom of God.

• A peculiar people means we are an 

extraordinary, special, people of God. 

1 Peter 2:9 Notes:

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 

that ye should show forth the praises of him 

who has called you out of darkness into his 

marvelous light.”.
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In short, Peter said they are the 

special group of people called 

out by God out of the world and 

set-aside by God very own 

purpose.
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The term for setting apart for God’s 

purpose is called “sanctification.”

This is where the word “saints” come 

from.

So, how is a person sanctified by God?
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1 Peter 1

1 To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces 

of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,

2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of 

God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to 

be obedient to Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: 

Grace and peace be yours in abundance.
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Therefore, sanctification comes 

from the in-dwelling of the Holy 

Spirit.

The Holy Spirit sanctifies and sets 

aside a person as belonging to God.
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Ephesians 1

13 And you also were included in Christ when you heard the 

message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, 

you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit.

14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the 

redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of 

his glory.
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Paul declares the Holy Spirit is the mark of 

ownership and a deposit that guarantees 

our inheritance as children of God!

The in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit sanctifies 

us as God’s children.

Because we are His children, we belong to 

Him and are His treasured possession!
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When the Holy Spirit comes upon 

you, you are holy to the Lord.

God has made you holy and your 

body has become the temple of the 

Holy Spirit.
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1 Corinthians 3

16 Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and 

that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?

17 If anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that 

person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you together are that 

temple.
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1 Corinthians 6

17 But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit.

18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are 

outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own 

body.

19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, 

who is in you, whom you have received from God?
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1. What is meant by holy?

2. What is to be holy?

3. How can one be holy?

4. How to live a holy life?
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Peter said Christians have to live holy 

lives. This means we have to constantly 

maintain our state of holiness.

Holiness is not a one-time act like baptism 

or confession. Holiness is lived. It is living 

a life of righteousness before the Lord.
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We are the temple of the Holy Spirit. We 

have the Christian obligation and duty to 

keep God temple our body sanctified and 

holy before God.

Paul said in 2 Corinthians 6:14-17 that 

God’s people should be separated and set 

apart from sin and the influence of Satan.
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14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 

righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what 

fellowship can light have with darkness?

15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? Or what 

does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?

2 Corinthians 6
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2 Corinthians 6

16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we 

are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and 

walk among them and I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

17 Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says the 

Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”

18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, 

says the Lord Almighty.”
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How do we keep ourselves 

holy? How do we live a holy life?

Jesus said it plainly. Keep the 

commandments, the righteous laws 

of God.

Commandment keeping keeps us 

holy.
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Deuteronomy 6:25

And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, 

as he has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.”
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Romans 7:12

So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous 

and good.
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John 14

15 “If you love me, keep my commands.

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to 

help you and be with you forever —

17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither 

sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and 

will be in you.
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18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you 

will see me. Because I live, you also will live.

John 14
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John 14

20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in 

me, and I am in you.

21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who 

loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I 

too will love them and show myself to them.”
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John 14

23 Jesus said, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our 

home with them.“
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What makes us truly special, holy is 

the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit.

Please consider the following 

verses very carefully. They echo 

loudly the sentiment of our Lord 

Jesus Christ!
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1 Peter 1

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God’s elect, exiles scattered 

throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and 

Bithynia,

2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the 

Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to 

Jesus Christ and sprinkled with his blood: Grace and peace be yours 

in abundance. 
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1 Peter 1

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 

great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope (the hope of 

God’s elect) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 

inheritance is kept in heaven for you,

5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of 

the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
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1 Peter 2

1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.

2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it 

you may grow up in your salvation,

52



The Bible says we, God’s chosen people, 

are Holy people that belong to God.
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Deuteronomy 26

16 “The LORD your God commands you this day to follow these 

decrees and laws; carefully observe them with all your heart and 

with all your soul.

17 You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that 

you will walk in his ways, that you will keep his decrees, commands 

and laws, and that you will obey him.
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18 And the LORD has declared this day that you are his 

people, as he promised, and that you are to keep all his 

commands.

19 He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and 

honor high above all the nations he has made and that you 

will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he 

promised.”

Deuteronomy 26
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Titus 2

11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.

12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 

live self-controlled, upright and godly lives (holy lives) in this present age,

13 while we wait for the blessed hope-the glorious appearing of our great 

God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 

14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify 

for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
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Summation
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The final questions we ask are: 

• Do you belong to God?

• Have you been sanctified by the Holy Spirit?

• Are you the temple of the Holy Spirit?

• Are you holy to the Lord?

If yes, then you are God’s treasured possession.
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But, if you are not yet made holy, 

make every effort to be part of God’s 

elect. The requirements are simple.

Let’s read 1 Peter 1 again:
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1 Peter 1:15-16

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on 

the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his 

coming.

14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when 

you lived in ignorance.

15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do;

16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
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There are only two simple requirements:

1. Believe and be baptized to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is 

the seal of ownership. It sanctifies the recipient as God’s very own children.

2. Live a life of holiness by keeping God’s commandments. Commandment 

keeping prevents you from sinning and keeps you on the righteous path.
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Be holy, because I the Lord your 

God am holy.

The instruction to us is clear. No ifs 

and buts.

Jesus said in Revelation 22:11
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Revelation 22:11

Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile 

person continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to 

do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.”
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We have to live a life worthy of our calling. To be holy 

means we must constantly life in a state of holiness.

Holiness means God has sanctified us by His spirit and 

we belong to Him. 

Therefore, we must live a holy life because He who 

called us to be His very own son and daughter is holy.
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1 Thessalonians 

3:13

May (the Lord) strengthen your hearts so that you will be 

blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when 

our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.
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END
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