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Peter’s vision about killing and eating 
unclean animals does not make sense.   

 

Why would Jesus instruct Peter to kill 
and eat unclean animals when Jesus 
never ate any unclean food?  

 

The narrative doesn’t make sense 
because it has been misunderstood. 
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Peter’s vision, recorded in Acts 10, is a 
defining moment in Christianity.   

 

The true meaning of the vision is that God 
is calling the gentiles to the faith.  
Salvation is open to everyone. 

 

This is a watershed event in Christianity! 
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Most preachers will tell you that the vision is 
about the food law, that God told Peter to kill 
and eat all kinds of abominable and unclean 
animals, that God had made all meats clean. 

 

An honest reading of the account reveals that 
the true meaning of the vision is the 
calling of the gentiles, that salvation is 
open to everyone! 

 

Please stay with us for an eye-opening study 
on one of the New Testament’s most 
important narratives. 
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Premise 
The premise is important in understanding the context and meaning of the 
vision.  Jesus set up the premise for us.  
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Matthew 15 

21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon.  

 

22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-
possessed and suffering terribly.” 

 

23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and 
urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 

Matthew 15 
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24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 

 

25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she 
said. 

 

26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it 
to the dogs.” 

Matthew 15 
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27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall 
from their master’s table.” 

 

28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your 
request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.  

Matthew 15 
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The Jews do not associate with 
gentiles because gentiles were 
considered impure or unclean.  

  

Thus, the distinction between 
clean and unclean as illustrated 
by the sheep and the dogs.    

 

During that time, the gospel was 
not yet accessible to the gentiles.  

9 



Context of the Vision 
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Now that we know the 
premise, we may 
proceed to the context of 
the vision.   

 

Allow the Bible to reveal 
the true meaning of the 
vision to you.  
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Acts 10 

1 At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius. He was an officer in the Italian 
group of the Roman army. 

 

2 Cornelius was a religious man. He and all 
the other people who lived in his house 
worshiped the true God. He gave much of his 
money to the poor and prayed to God often.  

Acts 10 

Cornelius was a Roman 
centurion – a gentile.  As a 
gentile, he is classified as 
unholy and unclean. 

Notes: 
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3 One afternoon about three o’clock, Cornelius saw a vision clearly. 
In the vision an angel of God came to him and said, “Cornelius!” 

 

4 Cornelius stared at the angel. He became afraid and said, “What 
do you want, Lord?” 

 

The angel said, “God has heard your prayers. He has seen what you 
give to the poor. And God remembers you.  

Acts 10 
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5 Send some men now to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon. 
Simon is also called Peter.  

 

6 Simon is staying with a man, also named Simon, who is a 
leatherworker. He has a house beside the sea.”  

 

7 Then the angel who spoke to Cornelius left.  Cornelius called two of 
his servants and a soldier. The soldier was a religious man who 
worked for Cornelius.  

Acts 10 
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8 Cornelius explained everything to these three men and sent them 
to Joppa. 

 

9 The next day as they came near Joppa, Peter was going up to the 
roof to pray. It was about noon.  

 

10 Peter was hungry and wanted to eat. But while the food was being 
prepared, he had a vision.  

Acts 10 
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11 He saw heaven opened and something coming down. It looked 
like a big sheet being lowered to earth by its four corners.  

 

12 In it were all kinds of animals, reptiles, and birds.  

 

13 Then a voice said to Peter, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 

Acts 10 
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14 But Peter said, “Surely not, Lord! I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean.”  

 

15 But the voice spoke to him a second time, 
“Don’t call anything impure that God has made 
clean.”  

 

16 This happened three times and immediately 
the sheet was taken back to heaven. 

 

Acts 10 

• Peter did not say “Yes, 
thank you, Lord!”  Now, I 
can eat pork and all the 
unholy and unclean food.   

• He knew Jesus well and 
knew that Jesus would 
not change the food laws.  
So he was perplexed.  He 
wondered what the vision 
was all about. 

Notes: 
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17 While Peter was wondering about the 
meaning of the vision, the men sent by 
Cornelius found Simon’s house. They were 
standing at the gate.  

 

19 While Peter was still thinking about the 
vision. the Spirit said to him, “Listen! Three 
men are looking for you.   

 

20 Get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate 
to go with them for I have sent them.” 

Acts 10 

Go entertain them, the 
angel told Peter. Otherwise, 
Peter won’t even consider 
talking to them. 

Notes: 
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21 So Peter went down to the men. He said, “I am the man you are looking 
for. Why did you come here?” 

 

22 They said, “A holy angel spoke to Cornelius, an army officer. He is a 
good man; he worships God. All the Jewish people respect him. The angel 
told Cornelius to ask you to his house so that he can hear what you have 
to say.”  

 

23 Peter asked the men to come in and spend the night.  The next day 
Peter got ready and went with them. Some of the brothers from Joppa 
joined him.  

Acts 10 
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24 On the following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for 
them. He had called together his relatives and close friends.  

 

25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him. He fell at Peter’s feet and 
worshiped him.  

 

26 But Peter helped him up, saying, “Stand up! I too am only a man.”  

 

27 Peter went on talking with Cornelius as they went inside.  There Peter 
saw many people together.  

Acts 10 
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28 He said, “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to 
associate with or visit a Gentile. But God has shown me that I should 
not call any person ‘impure’ or ‘unclean.’   

Acts 10 

• In the roof top vision, God showed Peter not to call any person unholy and unclean. 

• Peter realized that the big sheet with all kinds of unclean food was referring to the 
calling of the gentiles.   

• There is no more distinction between Jew and gentiles as all are called to 
salvation. 

Notes: 
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29 That is why I came without raising any objection. Now, please tell 
me why you sent for me.” 

 

30 Cornelius said, “Three days ago, I was praying in my house. It was 
at this same time—three o’clock in the afternoon. Suddenly, there 
was a man in shining clothes stood before me.  

 

31 He said, ‘Cornelius! God has heard your prayer and remembered 
your gifts to the poor.  

Acts 10 
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32 So send some men to Joppa and ask Simon Peter to come. Peter 
is staying in the house of a man, also named Simon, who is a 
leatherworker. His house is beside the sea.’  

 

33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was very good of you to 
come. Now we are all here before God to hear everything the Lord 
has commanded you to tell us.” 

Acts 10 
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Peter’s Speech 

34 Peter began to speak: “I now realize 
how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism.  

 

35 but, accepts from every nation the 
one who fears him and does what is 
right. 

Acts 10 

Peter realized this from the 
roof top vision.  Salvation 
has come to the gentiles. 

Notes: 
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36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is the 
Lord. 

 

 

Acts 10 
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39 We are witnesses of everything Jesus did in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. But they killed him by hanging him to a cross.  

 

40 Yet, on the third day, God raised Jesus to life and caused him to 
be seen. 

Acts 10 
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41 But he was not seen by all the people. Only the witnesses that 
God had already chosen saw him, and we are those witnesses. We 
ate and drank with him after he rose from death.  

 

Acts 10 
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44 While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit came on all who 
heard the message.  

Acts 10 

• God gave them the Holy 
Spirit even before they 
were baptized.  

• Do you think Cornelius 
was circumcised before 
he received the Holy 
Spirit?  The answer is no. 
Keep this in mind.  

Notes: 
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45 The circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been given even to the non-Jewish 
people.  

 

46 They heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.  

Acts 10 
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47 “Surely no one can stand in the way 
of their being baptized with water? They 
have received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have!” 

 

48 So Peter ordered that they be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they asked Peter to stay with them 
for a few days.  

Acts 10 

• God gave them the Holy 
Spirit even before they 
were baptized.  

• Do you think Cornelius 
was circumcised before 
he received the Holy 
Spirit?  The answer is no. 
Keep this in mind.  

Notes: 
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Acts 11 

1 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the 
Gentiles also had received the word of God.  

 

2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticized him  

 

3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate 
with them.” 

Acts 11 
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4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story:  

 

5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I 
saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its 
four corners, and it came down to where I was.  

 

6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild 
beasts, reptiles and birds.  

Acts 11 
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7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

 

8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered 
my mouth.’ 

 

9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything 
impure that God has made clean.’  

 

10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven 
again. 

Acts 11 
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11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea 
stopped at the house where I was staying.  

 

12 The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. 
These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s 
house.  

 

13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and 
say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter.  

Acts 11 
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14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your 
household will be saved.’ 

 

15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had 
come on us at the beginning.  

 

16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’  

Acts 11 
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17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 
way?” 

 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised 
God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted 
repentance that leads to life.”   

Acts 11 
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They all got the message of Peter’s 
vision.  They rejoiced and praised 
God for the calling of the gentiles. 

 

Now, you know the true 
significance of Peter’s vision. It 
had nothing to do with the clean 
and unclean food law.  It was 
about the calling of the gentiles.  
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Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
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Validation 
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Peter’s vision was clearly about 
the calling of the gentiles, but still, 
some will continue to insist that the vision is 
about the food law. 

 

Is there a way of validating that the food law 
is still enforced after the vision of Peter? 

 

Is there a way to prove that Peter and the 
other apostles continued to keep the food 
laws? 
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3 Do not eat any detestable thing.  

 

4 These are the animals you may eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat,  

 

5 the deer, the gazelle, the roe deer, the wild goat, the ibex, the antelope 
and the mountain sheep.  

 

6 You may eat any animal that has a divided hoof and that chews the cud. 

Deuteronomy 14 

41 



7 However, of those that chew the cud or that have a divided hoof 
you may not eat the camel, the rabbit or the hyrax. Although they 
chew the cud, they do not have a divided hoof; they are ceremonially 
unclean for you.  

 

8 The pig is also unclean; although it has a divided hoof, it does not 
chew the cud. You are not to eat their meat or touch their carcasses. 

 

9 Of all the creatures living in the water, you may eat any that has 
fins and scales.  

Deuteronomy 14 
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10 But anything that does not have fins and scales you may not eat; for 
you it is unclean. 

 

11 You may eat any clean bird.  

 

12 But these you may not eat: the eagle, the vulture, the black vulture,  

 

13 the red kite, the black kite, any kind of falcon,  

 

14 any kind of raven,  

Deuteronomy 14 
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18 the stork, any kind of heron, the hoopoe and the bat. 

 

19 All flying insects are unclean to you; do not eat them.  

 

20 But any winged creature that is clean you may eat. 

Deuteronomy 14 
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21 Do not eat anything you find already dead. You may give it to the 
foreigner residing in any of your towns, and they may eat it, or you 
may sell it to any other foreigner. But you are a people holy to the 
Lord your God.  

Deuteronomy 14 
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Verse 21 is a more specific 
provision of the food law.  Blood 
and strangled animals with food 
still in the meat are not fit to eat.  
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Leviticus 19:26 

“‘Do not eat any meat with the blood still in it.  
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Deuteronomy 12:23 

But be sure you do not eat the blood, because the blood is the life, 
and you must not eat the life with the meat.  
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Deuteronomy 14:21 

“You shall not eat anything that dies of itself.  
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The Jerusalem Council 

6 Now the apostles and elders came together 
to consider this matter.  

 

7 And when there had been much dispute, 
Peter rose up and said to them: “Men and 
brethren, you know that a good while ago God 
chose among us, that by my mouth the 
Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel 
and believe.  

Acts 15 

God chose Peter to first 
preach the gospel to 
Cornelius, the Roman 
centurion and his family 

Notes: 
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8 So God, who knows the heart, acknowledged them by giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 

Acts 15 

• God poured out His spirit on Cornelius and his family even before 
baptism. 

Notes: 
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9 and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their 
hearts by faith. 

Acts 15 

• Cornelius and his family were not circumcised when the Holy Spirit 
came upon them.  Therefore, there was no distinction between 
circumcised and uncircumcised.   

Notes: 
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10 Now therefore, why do you 
test God by putting a yoke on the 
neck of the disciples which 
neither our fathers nor we were 
able to bear?   

Acts 15 

Therefore, we should not put this 
burden to the gentiles who are 
coming to the faith.   

Notes: 
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11 But we believe that through the 
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
shall be saved in the same 
manner as they.”  (We are all 
saved by the same grace of God.  
Our circumcision is no longer of 
the flesh but of the heart.) 

Acts 15 

We are all saved by the same 
grace of God.  Our circumcision 
is no longer of the flesh but of 
the heart. 

Notes: 
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12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and 
Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked 
through them among the Gentiles.  

 

13 And after they had become silent, James answered, saying, “Men 
and brethren, listen to me: 

Acts 15 
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14 Simon has declared how God at the 
first visited the Gentiles to take out of 
them a people for His name. 

 

Acts 15 

This is the account of Acts 
10 – the sheet of all kinds 
of unclean animals.  The 
meaning of which is the 
calling of the gentiles. 

Notes: 
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19 Therefore I judge that we should 
not trouble those from among the 
Gentiles who are turning to God, 

Acts 15 

Don’t trouble them with 
what?   

 

The discussion was about 
circumcision as a 
requirement of salvation. 

Notes: 
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20 but that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, 
from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. 

Acts 15 

• BUT, let us remind them to live holy lives by observing and keeping the 
commandments of the Lord and the food laws.  Do not worship idols 
and share their sacrifices, do not commit adultery, sexual immorality 
and do not defile themselves with unclean food, particularly strangled 
animal and blood 

Notes: 
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21 For Moses has had throughout many generations those who 
preach him in every city, being read in the synagogues every 
Sabbath.”  

Acts 15 

• Let them continue to keep the commands of the Lord written the 
Pentateuch, the first 5 books written by Moses.   

• The laws are being read and taught to the assembly in churches every 
Sabbath day. 

Notes: 
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22 Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barnabas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brethren. 

Acts 15 
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24 Since we have heard that some who 
went out from us have troubled you with 
words, unsettling your souls, saying, “You 
must be circumcised and keep the law”—
to whom we gave no such 
commandment—   

Acts 15 

Circumcision is not a 
requirement for salvation.  
There is no such command 
coming from the apostles 
and Christ. 

Notes: 
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25 it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to send 
chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,  

 

26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

 

27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who will also report the 
same things by word of mouth.  

Acts 15 
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28 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary things:  

 

29 that you abstain from things offered to idols, from blood, from 
things strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves 
from these, you will do well. 

Acts 15 
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Summation 
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Peter’s vision is about the 
calling of the gentiles. The 
narration is so clear that it is absurd to 
interpret it in any other way. 

 

This is one of the greatest and most 
magnificent acts of grace from the Lord.  
Salvation has gone out to the whole 
world! 
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It is because of this grace 
that we are saved today! 
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Now, you know the true 
meaning of the vision of 
Peter.  May the truth set you 
free! 

 

Fear God.  Keep the 
commandments.  Love the 
Lord with all your heart!  May 
His blessings and 
understanding be upon you! 
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