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We wonder where 2021 had gone. It seems like we just 
welcomed 2021 not so long ago; and now, here we are 
on the first day of 2022.   

 

And, every soon, in a twinkling of an eye, it will be 2023.  

Welcome to the  

year 2022! 
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Today, let us reflect on the times 
of our lives to appreciate God’s 
presence in our lives. 

The years passed by so quickly.  We have 
been so busy living our lives; day-on-day, 
week-on-week, month-on-month and year-
on-year.    

 

One day we realize we are no longer the 
youngsters we once were. Where did all 
those years go?  And, where was God in 
those days? 

3 



The thoughts and cares of this 
world have taken much of our 
attention and time.    

 

The world has gained 
possession of our existence and 
the affection of our heart.    

 

Our constant thoughts are on 
making a living, pursuing a 
career, building a family. The 
worldly material pursuits had 
occupied our lives. 
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Today is a good time 
to reflect on the 
times of our lives  

where the years had gone,  

what had happened in our lives,  

and where are we heading. 
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Scrolling through photos on our phones or social 

media pages, we are able look back on the 

memories.   

 

The photographs tell the times of our lives which 

we often take for granted. 

 

At every point of time as told by the photographs, 

there is much to be thankful for to God. 

We all have 
stories to tell. 
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If you are in a hurry and don’t have the time to 
finish this presentation, the bottom line is King 

Solomon’s writing in Book of Ecclesiastes  
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Ecclesiastes 3:11 

He has made everything 
beautiful in its time.  

He has also set eternity in the 
human heart;  

yet no one can fathom what 
God has done from beginning 
to end.  

God has set the right time for 
everything.  

The purpose is for us to look 
forward to the future in order to 
seek Him and to have a 
relationship with Him.   

Unfortunately, people do not 
appreciate nor understand the 
wondrous works of God. 

Verse Notes 
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 There was a time in King Solomon’s life that he 
overwhelmed himself in the pursuit of worldly 

pleasures. In that quest, he drifted away from the 
fellowship of God.  After all his follies, Solomon 

eventually returned to God.   
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Ecclesiastes 12:1 

Here is the take home: 

King Solomon’s wise 
advise 

 

“Remember your Creator 
in the days of your youth.” 

Notes Verse 
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Take the time to appreciate 
God’s providence in every 
significant moment of your life. 

 

Do this and it will change your 
life! 
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Say a 
Blessing 
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As you look back on your lives, you 
will see how the world changed 
and how your lives changed as 
well. 

 

You will revisit the good times, 
happy times and the sad times.   
And, appreciate God’s 
presence in those 
precious moments when you 
needed him the most. 
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Life happens.   

 

Joy and laughter, labor and 
sorrow fill the world. 

Then you will realize 
that without God, the 

cycle of life is a vanity. 
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There is a poignant writing in Ecclesiastes 
that we will explore today.   

 

This chapter talks about the times of our 
lives. 

 

We need to seize every 
opportunity, good and bad, to 
see the providence and beauty 
of the works of God… with 
thanksgiving. 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

1 There is a time for 
everything, 

 

and a season for every activity 
under the heavens:  

Things happen, these are the 
mandates of life that God has 
ordained in the world.   

 

And, these things happen to 
every man.  

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

2 a time to be born and a time 
to die, 

 

a time to plant and a time to 
uproot, 

Nothing in this life is going 
to last forever.   

 

There is a beginning and 
there will be an end. 

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

3 a time to kill and a time to 
heal, 

 

a time to tear down and a time 
to build, 

There will be situations 
where relationship will be 
tested 

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

4 a time to weep and a time to 
laugh, 

 

a time to mourn and a time to 
dance, 

Also situations to be carried 
away by emotion 

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

5 a time to scatter stones and 
a time to gather them, 

 

a time to embrace and a time 
to refrain from embracing, 

This phrase is particularly 
interesting during this time of 
pandemic.   

 

Many activities have stopped 
and people have refrained 
from socializing.  A time to 
keep social distance from one 
another. 

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

6 a time to search and a time to give up, 

 

a time to keep and a time to throw away,   

 

7 a time to tear and a time to mend, 

 

a time to be silent and a time to speak,  
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Ecclesiastes 3 

8 a time to love and a time to 
hate, 

 

a time for war and a time for 
peace.  

The circumstance of life 
changes.   

We will experience triumphs 
and challenges, harmony 
and conflicts, ups and 
downs, highs and lows  

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

9 What do workers gain from 
their toil? 

What do we benefit from all 
these life experiences? 

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

10 I have seen the burden God 
has laid on the human race. 

These are the things that 
God has mandated in the 
world. 

These are life moments we 
all experience.   

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end.  
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We need to appreciate what God has done in our 
lives; whether good or bad.  

 

It is the collective experience, the sum of the parts 
that make us whole. We should see the big picture 
from God’s perspective.  

Our experiences are not mundane events, rather they 

are moments that bring us to God. 

 

Our life is a spiritual experience; 

a commune with God.  We need to see the wonder of 

God in our lives.   
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Ecclesiastes 3 

12 I know that there is nothing better 
for people than to be happy and to 
do good while they live.  

 

13 That each of them may eat and 
drink, and find satisfaction in all their 
toil—this is the gift of God. 

Otherwise, life is 
meaningless and full of 
vanity. 

So, why not enjoy life to the 
max - eat, drink and be 
merry for tomorrow 
everything is gone. 

Verse Notes 
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Ecclesiastes 3 

14 I know that everything God 
does will endure forever; 
nothing can be added to it and 
nothing taken from it. God 
does it so that people will fear 
him. 

However, God has 
mandated all these things 
that we may seek out 
eternity and find Him.  

Verse Notes 
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Pandemic 
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The pandemic is a unique time 
in our lives.  

 

We never expected to 
experience a pandemic in our 
lives, yet here we are.  

 

We will live to tell how we 
survived the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
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• Children lost 2 years of childhood 

• Family members lost 2 years of contact 

• Friends lost 2 years of association 

• The faithful missed 2 years of fellowship and 
church services 

It has been two years since the 
breakout of the COVID-19 
pandemic, which disrupted our 
lives in ways we could not have 
imagined.   
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Some have recovered from 
the viral infection and others 

lost family members, relatives 
and friends to the pandemic 

This episode will scar our 
collective consciousness for 

a long time 
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The pandemic is not yet over.  New 
mutations; like Omicron, and other 

variants may appear at any time.   

We may be looking at the prospect 
of living with the COVID-19 virus as 

it becomes endemic. 
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1. People realized that health is wealth. People prioritized being safe 
and healthy. 

2. Some decided to live life to the fullest, eating, drinking, being 
merry, and pursuing personal joys, after experiencing the 
lockdowns. 

3. Some got to know the evil that man does due to the many 
conspiracy theories out there. 

4. Triumph of science and advancement of medicine. People are 
relying on new medical technology like certain vaccines. 

5. Some felt that their human rights and freedoms were being 
curtailed by the government 

What have we experienced during this pandemic?   

Some people might say: 
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 CNBC published an article in 29th 
December indicating that more 
people shift away from religion 

during the pandemic   

The article says that it is not uncommon 
for people to seek God during times of 

hardship.  However, the opposite appears 
to have happened during the coronavirus 

pandemic, especially in US. 

. 
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  And, a growing number of people say they pray less. 

 A Pew Research Center survey found a 6% decline in 
religious affiliation with millennials leading the shift. 
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We ought to have learned that 

God is good and true. 
We ought to have a 
spiritual experience that 
builds faith. 

How about us?  

What have we learned? 
How is your faith? 
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Some say their faith waned during 
this period because of lack of 
church attendance and fellowship.  

 

Our faith is anchored on 
our personal relationship 
is with God and not on 
auxiliary things. 
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Daniel, an exile in Babylon, 
never lost his youthful faith in 
God.  Despite his immense 
authority in the Babylonian and 
Persia courts, he never lost his 
spiritual perspective.   

 

Daniel longed and worked for 
the eventual return of Jewish 
people back to their homeland. 
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So, did Joseph.  Despite 
becoming the Chancellor of 
Egypt, he foresaw the return 
of the Israelites back to the 
land of Canaan. 
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Daniel was an exile in Babylon and Joseph 
was sold into slavery in Egypt.  

 

Both Daniel and Joseph had a spiritual 
experience because they were aware of God’s 

hand in their lives. 
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The Egyptians saw the 10 
plagues at the time of Exodus as 
natural events.   

 

They did not have the spiritual 
experience.  They learned 
nothing from the plagues neither 
did they honor God. 
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Same thing is happening with 
the current pandemic.   With all 
the conspiracy theories 
advanced by political groups 
and media institutions, the 
knowledge of God had been 
obscured. 

There is an absence of 
the spiritual experience. 
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The 
Experience 
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The COVID-19 pandemic 
happened because of the violation 
of God’s immutable laws, 
particularly the law on clean and 
unclean meats. People are not 
aware of this spiritual truth.   

 

Instead, conspiracy theories about 
laboratory-engineered virus 
abound.  Therefore, most people 
didn’t have a spiritual experience. 
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More than 5 million people had died 
to the corona virus and the pandemic 

continues to rage on with more 
virulent mutations. The latest one 

being Omicron. 

It has been 2 years since the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 virus 

and the world remains in the grip 
of the pandemic.   
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Last March 2021, the World Health Organization released a 120-
page report identifying the origin of the virus.  An international team 
of 17 scientists from WHO and 17 from China jointly investigated 
the most likely source of the virus and how the virus was introduced 
to humans. 

 

The report said the novel coronavirus that causes COVID-19 was 
believed to have originated in bats and jumped to humans, most 
likely at the Huanan Seafood Market in Wuhan where wild animal 
were being sold. 
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The WHO said more than 70 per cent of emerging infectious 
diseases in humans originated in animals, particularly wild 
animals. 

After the release of the report, The World Health Organization 
called on countries to impose emergency regulations to stop the 
sale of live wild mammals in food markets to limit the risk of new 
diseases emerging. 
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Sadly and unfortunately, 
this WHO report never got 
proper media attention that 
it ought to generate. 

 

None of these reports, 
recommendations and 
actions, were reported in 
the media.  The world was 
more focused on conspiracy 
theories and vaccinations. 
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Therefore, the world missed the opportunity to understand God’s 
dietary laws on clean and unclean meats.   God has prevented 
mankind from eating unclean meats for good reasons.   

 

Now, the WHO admits that more than 70% of infectious diseases 
are zoonoses in origin, meaning they came from wild mammals. 

 

The world just needs to realize that the pandemic is the cause of 
violating God’s immutable laws. 
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God has provided mankind with a dietary 
law. There’s a list of food fit to eat and a 
list of what to avoid.  They are called 
clean and unclean meats.   

 

They are written in Leviticus 11:1-31 and 
Deuteronomy 14: 1-21.   Two chapters of 
the two books are devoted to this 
discussion.  This shows the importance of 
the food law to God. 
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God’s food law reveals that not all animal 
meats are suitable for food.  Some are 
unfit for food and brings deadly diseases.   

 

Bat is listed among the forbidden meats. 
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Leviticus 11 

13 “‘These you are to detest from among the birds—they must not 
be eaten, because they are detestable: the griffon vulture, the 
bearded vulture, the black vulture,  

 

14 the kite, the buzzard of any kind, 

 

15 every kind of crow, 
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Leviticus 11 

16 the eagle owl, the short-eared owl, the long-eared owl, the hawk 
of any kind,  

 

17 the little owl, the cormorant, the screech owl,  

 

18 the white owl, the scoops owl, the osprey,  

 

19 the stork, the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat. 

54 



God, in His divine wisdom, 
has instructed mankind what 
is good and what is 
detestable for food.   

 

But mankind has disregarded 
God’s laws and made their 
stomachs their god.   

 

Now, the world is reaping the 
consequence for violating 
God’s laws. 

55 



As Christians, we have the obligation to keep God’s laws and the 
power to choose and obey God’s words. 

 

What is so difficult in keeping God’s food laws?  It’s a matter of 
mindset – a mind either set to obey God or set to disobey God. God 
said keep the food laws. There is no need for further argument. 

 

The food laws provide significant health benefits; we get to live longer 

and healthier.   However, the true benefit is spiritual.  The 
food law is a law of holiness. 
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Leviticus 20 

25 “ ‘You must therefore make a distinction between clean and 
unclean animals and between unclean and clean birds.  Do not 
defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves 
along the ground—those that I (God) have set apart as unclean for 
you.  

 

26 You are to be holy to me because I, the LORD, am holy, and I 
have set you apart from the nations to be my own. 
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God’s dietary laws keep us healthy.   

But more importantly, they keep us holy! 

 

With the WHO report, the world could have 
learned a vital lesson on God’s dietary law 
and provided a spiritual perspective and 
experience to the entire pandemic. 
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Summation 
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We all spent many months 
in home quarantine.  

 

It afforded many of us the 
time and the opportunity to 
meditate on God’s words.  
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We have seen and felt God’s 
promise of divine protection and 

healing to His people. 

We witness Psalm 91 in action: 
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the 
Most High will rest in the shadow of 

the Almighty.  Surely, he will save 
you from the fowler’s snare and from 

the deadly pestilence. 
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1. Mankind violated God’s dietary laws and reaping its 
consequences 

2. God will protect the faithful as he has protected His people 
during this pandemic 

3. We know that Jesus prophesied about famines and 
pestilences before His return.  For one final effort God will 
reveal His great power not to destroy life but for people to 
repent and live.  

The spiritual experience  
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Humanity will learn to life with the 
corona virus.  And, hopefully the 
Omicron with its milder prognosis 
will bring an end to the pandemic; 
God willing. 

The pandemic will become 
endemic.  Government, 
pharmacologists and medical 
practitioners will be able to better 
manage the disease.    
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The world will return to some sort 
of normalcy sometime this year.   

Restrictions will be eased and lifted. 

 

Children will go back to school; employees 
will report back to the office; and people 
will return to their regular routines. We will 
again be malling, shopping, traveling, and 
dining out. 
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The year 2022 is looking good 
with cautious optimism. 

 

I just hope we all had a spiritual 
experience.   

 

And, continue to experience the 
touch of Christ in our lives! 
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Whether you consciously know it or not, 
we all had a spiritual experience – an 
awaking – that God is faithful and He is 
in control.  

 

And, most importantly He has guided 
and protected you all your life. 
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Book of Ecclesiastes 

He has made everything 
beautiful in its time.  

He has also set eternity in the 
human heart.  

Remember your Creator in the 
days of your youth 

3:11 12:1 
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Let this be our spiritual 
experience that we may 
be thankful and faithful to 
the Lord! 

 

May God’s grace and love 
be upon us all! 
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