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Are you salty? Are you salty enough 
to season the earth for Christ?   

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
declared: you are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world. 



Matthew 5:13 

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except 
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot  



Many messages have been written and preached about 
this topic; but none has ever pricked our heart because 

we fail to realize what Jesus really meant. 

Today, we shall fully appreciate what Jesus truly 
meant and how it should affect us individually.  



The bottom line is this: You are 
the representative of Christ on 
earth.   

 

We have an ambassadorial and 
even priestly role to perform the 
great commission of Christ here 
on Earth. 



You may wonder how can this 
be? How can I be the salt of the 
earth?   

 

Stay on until the end of the 
presentation to find out.  It may 
change your life!  



Salt 



1. What is salt?   

2. What are its properties?  

3. What does salting the earth mean?   

4. What is it supposed to flavor?   

5. How can salt lose its flavor?   

6. How does one become the salt of the 
earth?  

7. What does it have to do with us?   



We all know what salt is.  

 

Salt is very stable mineral with a 
salty character. Salt does not lose 
its flavor or saltiness.   

 

Salt is used to add flavor and 
preserve food. 



In the context of the discourse 
of Jesus, the salt gives flavor 
to food.   

 

A dish, no matter how well 
prepared, is bland without salt.   
When salt is sprinkled unto a 
dish, it accentuates and perks 
up the favor of the entire dish. 



Salt gives grilled meats flavor.   

 

In the temple in Jerusalem, all 
the sacrifices were 
seasoned with salt.  

 

You can imagine the sweet 
fragrant aroma that it gives. 



Leviticus 2:13 

Season all your grain offerings with salt. Do not 
leave the salt of the covenant of your God out 

of your grain offerings; add salt to all your 
offerings. 



Salt of the Earth 



Jesus addressing the crowd at the beginning of His ministry 
said:  you are the salt of the earth.    

 

Who are this group of people Jesus addressed as “YOU”?   

 

The people who had gathered here were predominantly 
the Jews.  None yet had been converted except for the 12 
disciples. 



Today, the phrase has 
become an idiom 
referring to an individual 
or group considered as 
representative of the best 
and noblest elements of 
society. 



To Jesus, they are the 
representative of God on 
earth.  

 

Israel is the firstborn nation of 
God. Israel is the first righteous 
family, beginning from 
Abraham, that became a nation. 



Exodus 4:22 

Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what 
the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, 



Israel was to be a priestly 
nation before God. Israel 
had a special calling.  

 

Israel was the original 
salt of the earth, to give 
flavor to the world. 



Exodus 19 

5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although the whole 
earth is mine,  

 

6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation.’ These are the words you are to 
speak to the Israelites.” 



Isaiah 42 

6 “I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness; 
    I will take hold of your hand. 
I will keep you and will make you 
    to be a covenant for the people 
    and a light for the Gentiles, 
 

7 to open eyes that are blind, 
    to free captives from prison 
    and to release from the dungeon those who        
sit in darkness. 



Romans 9 

3 For I could wish that I myself were 
cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 
my people, those of my own race,  

 

4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to 
sonship; theirs the divine glory, the 
covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple 
worship and the promises.  



Romans 9 

5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is 
traced the human ancestry of the Messiah, who 
is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 



Thus, Jesus lamented 
saying: “You are the salt of 
the earth. But if the salt loses 
its saltiness, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no 
longer good for anything, 
except to be thrown out and 
trampled underfoot.” 



A Priestly People 



God has a special plan for Israel.  

 

Originally, He called every firstborn to be priests and 
eventually God decided to take the Levites as His own to 

serve as priests. 



Numbers 3 

11 The Lord also said to Moses,  

 

12 “I have taken the Levites from among the 
Israelites in place of the first male offspring of 
every Israelite woman. The Levites are mine, 



Numbers 18:7 

“But only you and your sons may serve as 
priests in connection with everything at the altar 
and inside the curtain. I am giving you the 
service of the priesthood as a gift. Anyone else 
who comes near the sanctuary is to be put to 
death.” 

 



In the distribution of 
land by Joshua, the 
Levites did not get a 
portion.   

 

However, they were 
given cities through 
out the settlements. 



Numbers 35 

1 And the Lord spoke unto Moses in the plains 
of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho saying:   

 

2 Command the children of Israel, that they 
give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their 
possession cities to dwell in; and open land 
round about the cities shall ye give unto the 
Levites.  



Numbers 35 

3 And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and 
their open land shall be for their cattle, and for 
their substance, and for all their beasts.” 



Joshua 21 

41 All the cities of the Levites in the midst of 
the possession of the sons of Israel were forty-
eight (48) cities with their pasture lands.  

 

42 These cities each had its surrounding 
pasture lands; thus it was with all these cities. 



God scattered His 
representatives like salt all 
around and within the 
Israelites communities.  

 

The Levites were ordained 
to be teachers and were 
distributed all over the 
land to teach people and 
remind them how they 
should live. 



The Levites lived scattered 
among the people. They were 
sanctified to be servants of the 
Lord.  

 

Their role was to teach and be 
the salt and light to the people 
and nation Israel.  

 

They were scattered like 
salts on earth to season the 
world with the word of God.  



Lost their Saltiness 



Salt is very stable mineral. Salt 
does not lose its flavor or 
saltiness.   

 

It is a terrible and tragic event 
when salt loses its saltiness.    

 

And, this was exactly what 
happened to the Jews.  They lost 
their anointing and calling. 



Talking to the crowd, Jesus hinted that their leaders, the 
Priests, the Sadducees and the whole nation had lost their 
role as teachers of righteousness – the salt of the earth. 

Jesus lamented how could it be made effective again.   
Jesus said in the latter part of verse 13: “But if the salt 

loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 
is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out 

and trampled underfoot.” 



They have lost their role, 
significance and sanctification 

hence they are good for nothing 
only to be trampled by men.   

 



Covenant of Salt 



The salt of the earth refers to the 
priestly role of God’s people.   

 

God made a covenant of salt 
with the Aaronic priesthood to 
remind them of their continual 
service at the temple and their 
role as salts of the earth.   

 

The covenant of salt means a 
perpetual and long-lasting 
covenant. 



Numbers 18 

19 … It is an everlasting covenant of salt 
before the Lord for both you and your 
offspring.” 

 

20 The Lord said to Aaron, “You will have no 
inheritance in their land, nor will you have any 
share among them; I am your share and your 
inheritance among the Israelites.” 



The role of the salt of the earth 
has been passed on to us.   

 

The Jews had lost their saltiness.  
They failed to be the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world 
when they rejected Jesus Christ as 
the Messiah. 



The ROLE and 
RESPONSIBILITY is upon the 
shoulder of God people.   

 

As true and faithful 
followers of Christ, we are 
the priests of God today – 
the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world. 



1 Peter 2 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—
rejected by humans but chosen by God and 
precious to him—  

 

5 you also, like living stones, are being built 
into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, 
offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ.  

 



1 Peter 2 

6 For in Scripture it says: 

“See, I lay a stone in Zion, 

    a chosen and precious cornerstone, 

and the one who trusts in him 

    will never be put to shame.” 

 



1 Peter 2 

7 Now to you who believe, this stone is 
precious. But to those who do not believe, 

“The stone the builders rejected 

    has become the cornerstone,” 

 

8 and, 

“A stone that causes people to stumble 

   and a rock that makes them fall.” 



They stumble because 
they disobeyed the 
message—which is also 
what they were destined 
for. 



1 Peter 2 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light.  

 

10 Once you were not a people, but now you 
are the people of God; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy.  



Becoming the Salt of the Earth 



It is not easy to be the 
salt of the earth.  

 

Jesus provides the 
guide in the Sermon of 
the Mount. 



Matthew 5 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, 

    for they will be comforted.  



Matthew 5 

5 Blessed are the meek, 

    for they will inherit the earth. 

 

6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, 

    for they will be filled. 



Matthew 5 

7 Blessed are the merciful, 

    for they will be shown mercy. 

 

8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they will see God. 



Matthew 5 

9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 

    for they will be called children of God. 

 

10 Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, 

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 



These are the 
qualities of a true 
Christian.   

 

We salt the earth 
and let our light 
shine by the way we 
live our lives. 



How to Salt the Earth? 



How do I become the salt of the 
earth?  

 

Peter gave us a guide on how to be 
the salt of the earth.  You can read 
the entire 1st Epistle of Peter.   

 

But, for this Bible study we will go to 
chapter 2 and 3. 



1 Peter 2 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and 
exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which 
wage war against your soul.   

 



Start with yourself. 

    

Live righteously before God and 
men. 

No.1 Start with Yourself 



1 Peter 2 

12 Live such good lives among the pagans 
that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day he visits us. 

 



Live a good live by doing good 
deeds 

No.2 Your Neighborhood 



1 Peter 2 

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to 
every human authority: whether to the emperor, 
as the supreme authority,  

 

14 or to governors, who are sent by him to 
punish those who do wrong and to commend 
those who do right.  



1 Peter 2 

15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you 
should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 
people.  

 

16 Live as free people, but do not use your 
freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s 
slaves. 



1 Peter 2 

17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the 
family of believers, fear God, honor the 
emperor. 

 



Be a citizen of good standing.  
Someone who abides by the 
law and respects authority. 

 

One who runs away from the 
law cannot be the salt of 
anything.   

No.3 Your Community 



1 Peter 2 

 

18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit 
yourselves to your masters, not only to those 
who are good and considerate, but also to 
those who are harsh.  



1 Peter 2 

19 For it is commendable if someone bears up 
under the pain of unjust suffering because they 
are conscious of God.  

 

20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a 
beating for doing wrong and endure it? But if 
you suffer for doing good and you endure it, 
this is commendable before God.  



1 Peter 2 

21 To this you were called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 

 

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found 
in his mouth.” 

 

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges 
justly.  



1 Peter 2 

24 “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 
healed.”  

 

25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. 



No.4 Your Workplace 



1 Peter 3 

1 Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to 
your own husbands so that, if any of them do 
not believe the word, they may be won over 
without words by the behavior of their wives,  

 

2 when they see the purity and reverence of 
your lives.  



1 Peter 3 

3 Your beauty should not come from outward 
adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and 
the wearing of gold jewelry or fine clothes.  

 

4 Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the 
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, 
which is of great worth in God’s sight. 



1 Peter 3 

5 For this is the way the holy women of the 
past who put their hope in God used to adorn 
themselves. They submitted themselves to 
their own husbands,  

 

6 like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called 
him her lord. You are her daughters if you do 
what is right and do not give way to fear. 



1 Peter 3 

7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate 
as you live with your wives, and treat them with 
respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with 
you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing 
will hinder your prayers.  



No.5. Your Family 



1 Peter 3 

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be 
sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble.  

 

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. 
On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, 
because to this you were called so that you 
may inherit a blessing. 



1 Peter 3 

10 For, 

“Whoever would love life 

    and see good days 

must keep their tongue from evil 

    and their lips from deceitful speech. 

11 They must turn from evil and do good; 

    they must seek peace and pursue it. 

 



1 Peter 3 

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

    and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 

but the face of the Lord is against those who do 
evil.” 

  

13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 
good?  

 

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, 
you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not 
be frightened.” 



Don’t be quarrelsome. 

No. 6 Your social 
circles 



1 Peter 3 

15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with 
gentleness and respect,  

 

16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those 
who speak maliciously against your good 
behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander.  



No. 7 To everyone 



1.  Start with yourself 

2.  Start with your neighborhood 

3.  Start with your community 

4.  Start with your place of work 

5.  Start with your family 

6.  Start with your social circles, your friends 

7.  Then, you will be ready to salt the earth – on everyone!  

Recap: Where do you start to be the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world for Christ? 



Summation 



You are the salt of the earth and light 
of the world.  You are a royal 
priesthood belong to God.   

 

The world seeks for the One True God 
and His righteousness.  The light of 
God needs to shine upon the people.  



You are the salt of the earth and the 
light on a hill.  You cannot be shy.  You 
cannot be ashamed of God or God will 
be ashamed of us.   

 

You are bold, confident, outspoken in 
the truth.  You are God Ambassadors, 
God’s representatives spread like salt 
across the globe to share the gospel of 
hope.  



You are the salt and the light to our 
family members, relatives, colleagues, 
friends, neighbors and community.    

 

As the salt of the earth, you assume a 
priestly role in your spear of influence.  
The role is not always pleasant but 
necessary.  You will be blessed if you 
do that.  



Matthew 28 

18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me.  

 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit,  

 

20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” 



Peter said as we carry the light of the gospel of Christ to 
the world, people will hurl insults and even threaten us.  
We will be persecuted.  Yet, the true word of God needs 

to be preached by God’s own people. 



Matthew 5 

11 Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me.  

 

12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 



Matthew 5 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except 
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.  

 

14 “You are the light of the world. A town built 
on a hill cannot be hidden. 



Matthew 5 

15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it 
under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house.  

 

16 In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and 
glorify your Father in heaven. 



Are you salty? How salty are you? Are 
you ready to be the salt of the earth 
and light of the world? 

 

 

Be salty for Christ! 

 


