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The Holy Week is just around the corner.  

 

During Holy Week, Christians recall the 
events of the passion of Jesus Christ 
starting from Palm Sunday leading up to the 
crucifixion and His resurrection.   

 

For many Christians, the Holy Week is a 
sacred time of devotion to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ for saving the world. 



Many believe they know the 
whole story and the events 
surrounding the day Jesus 
died on the cross.   

 

Many may know the general 
story, but only a few know the 
details, the important parts of 
the story. 



There are five (5) important things every 
Christian should know about the day Jesus died.   

 

These five things will give you a deep and 
insightful perspective on the redemptive act of 
Christ that you never knew before.  

 

Knowing these 5 things will bring you closer to 
Jesus Christ, our redeemer, savior and perfecter 
of our faith. 

 



1. Did you know that the Eternal Father denied Jesus’ request 
three times?    

2. Did you know that Jesus died on the Passover?  

3. Did you know that Jesus died at 3pm, at the exact time the 
Passover lambs were to be slaughtered in Israel? 

4. Did you know that at the moment of Jesus’ death, the curtain 
in the Holy of Holies was torn in two? 

5. Did you know that Jesus died on a Wednesday, not a Friday?  

These are the 5 most important things you need to know 
about the passion of Jesus: 



If you know these 5 things, then 
you can fully appreciate why 
Jesus is the Passover Lamb of 
God that takes away the sins of 
the world!   

 

Then, His redemptive sacrifice is 
not in vain! 



The Day Jesus 
Died 



The day Jesus died 
started with Jesus and the 
apostles having the Last 
Supper. 



 1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour 

had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved 

his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

 

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted 

Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus.  

 

3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that 

he had come from God and was returning to God 

John 13 



Jesus knew the kind of suffering 
and death He will go through that 
particular day of the Passover. He 
himself foretold of the moment in 
Isaiah 53. 

 

Isaiah 53 was written by Prophet 
Isaiah 700 years before the birth of 
Christ. Here is a detailed and 
accurate prophetic writing about the 
role, birth and sacrifice of Christ: 



Isaiah 53 

1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD 

been revealed? 

 

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 

ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his 

appearance that we should desire him. 



Isaiah 53 

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and 

familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was 

despised, and we held him in low esteem.  

 

4 Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 

considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 



Isaiah 53 

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 

wounds we are healed. 

  

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 

way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 



Isaiah 53 

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he 

was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers 

is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  

 

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his 

generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for 

the transgression of my people he was punished. 



Isaiah 53 

9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

 

10 Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and 

though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his 

offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his 

hand.  



Isaiah 53 

11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 

knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their 

iniquities.  

 

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide 

the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, 

and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, 

and made intercession for the transgressors.” 



Jesus knew the harrowing ordeal 
He was to go through. Jesus was 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the 
point of death. 

 

Jesus prayed three (3) times to 
the Eternal Father, if the cup of 
suffering (referring to His sacrifice) 
could be taken away from Him. 



1. The Eternal Father 
denied Jesus’ prayer 

request 3 times 



Matthew 26 

36 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and 

he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 

 

37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he 

began to be sorrowful and troubled.  

 

38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the 

point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.” 



Matthew 26 

39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, 

“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not 

as I will, but as you will.” 

 

40 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t 

you men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. 

  

41 “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is 

willing, but the flesh is weak.” 



Matthew 26 

42 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is not 

possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be 

done.” 

 

43 When he came back, he again found them sleeping, because their 

eyes were heavy.  

 

44 So he left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, 

saying the same thing. 



Matthew 26 

45 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still 

sleeping and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is 

delivered into the hands of sinners.  

 

46 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 



The Eternal Father said “NO” to 
Jesus three (3) times.  There is no 
other way!  Redemption is the only 
way to save mankind.  Jesus had to 
go through the suffering and death. 

 

If this is the only way, then let it be 
your will; Jesus said in obedience to 
the Father. 

Jesus prayed to the Eternal Father, asking if there were another way to 
save mankind.  



How could a loving God allow His 
Son to die a cruel death?   

 

If God is all loving, omnipotent and 
has the power to do what He desires, 
why can’t He degree justification by 
divine clemency and salvation by fiat?   

 

Why the need for His own Son to go 
through the ordeal? 



Why did the Eternal Father deny Jesus’ prayer request 3 times? 

 

The answer is in Romans 6:23, “the wages of sin is death.” 

 

Our God is a God of law, order and justice. The law says that the 
penalty of sin is death. God’s law and God’s word can’t be 
broken.  

 

If the law is negated through divine clemency, then God backs 
out on His own word and the repercussions of that are enormous. 



It is for this reason that the penalty of sin, which is 
death, had to be paid for.  For Christ to save humanity, 

He had to satisfy the death penalty with His life. 

  

God’s solution to salvation is by redemption. The 
need for a redemptive sacrifice is to fulfill the law 

and divine justice of God.   Our sins are not 
expunged but fully paid for, redeemed, by Christ. 



For this reason the second part of Romans 3:23 reads 

 

Romans 6:23, “but, the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

 



1 Peter 1 

18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or 

gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 

you from your ancestors,  

 

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 

defect.  



2. Jesus Died On the 
Day of the Passover 



Many Christians think that Jesus 
died on “Good Friday,” but “Good 
Friday” cannot be found in the 
Bible.   

 

The Bible is clear that Jesus died 
on the day of the Passover.  



Luke 22 

1 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was 

approaching,  

 

2 and the chief priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some 

way to get rid of Jesus, for they were afraid of the people.  



Luke 22 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb 

had to be sacrificed.  

 

8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to 

eat the Passover.” 

 

9 “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 



Luke 22 

10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will 

meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters,  

 

11 and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 



Luke 22 

12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make 

preparations there.” 

 

13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 

prepared the Passover. 

 

14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  



Luke 22 

15 And he said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with 

you before I suffer.  

 

16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom 

of God.” 



It is clear in all four (4) gospel 
accounts that the events starting 
from the Last Supper to the 
crucifixion were on the day of the 
Passover 



The Passover is the day on which the 
Passover lamb was sacrificed.   

 

The original Passover was during the time 
of the Exodus.  The blood of the lamb 
painted on the doorpost of houses saved 
the firstborn of Israel from the death angel.  
Death passed over the houses with the 
blood of the Passover lamb. 

 

God instructed the people to observe and 
celebrate this deliverance for all 
generations. 

What is Passover? 



Deuteronomy 16 

1 Observe the month of Aviv and celebrate the Passover of the Lord 

your God, because in the month of Aviv he brought you out of Egypt by 

night.  

 

2 Sacrifice as the Passover to the Lord your God an animal from your 

flock or herd at the place the Lord will choose as a dwelling for his Name. 



Deuteronomy 16 

5 You must not sacrifice the Passover in any town the Lord your God 

gives you 

 

6 except in the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name. There you 

must sacrifice the Passover in the evening (at twilight), when the sun goes 

down, on the anniversary of your departure from Egypt. 



Hebrews 11 

By faith he kept the Passover and the application of blood, so that the 

destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 



Passover is a day of 
redemption when the blood of 
the lamb redeemed the 
firstborn of Israel 

 



John 18 

28 Then the Jewish leaders took Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of 

the Roman governor. By now it was early morning, and to avoid 

ceremonial uncleanness they did not enter the palace, because they 

wanted to be able to eat the Passover.  

 

29 So Pilate came out to them and asked, “What charges are you bringing 

against this man?” 

 

31 Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” 



John 18 

39 But it is your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time 

of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the king of the Jews’?” 

 

40 They shouted back, “No, not him! Give us Barabbas!” Now Barabbas 

had taken part in an uprising. 



What is the significance of 
Jesus dying on the day of the 
Passover?   

 

It is important because Jesus 
is the Lamb of God. 



John 1 

29 … John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away the sin of the world! 

 

30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has 

surpassed me because he was before me.’ 

 

31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water 

was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 



John 1 

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from 

heaven as a dove and remain on him. 

 

33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize 

with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and 

remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’  



John 1 

34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 

 

35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.  

 

36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 



1 Corinthians 5:7 

Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as 

you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 



Because Jesus is the Passover Lamb of God 
who takes away the sins of the world.   

 

On this day, the sacrificial system, a symbol of forgiveness, 
was overtaken by the reality. 

Why did Christ have to die on the day of the Passover? 



3. Jesus died at 3PM  



The 3pm timing is important 
because it is the time of the 
evening sacrifice when the 
Passover lambs were 
slaughtered in the temple 
court 



Matthew 27 

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the 

land.  

 

46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?”). 



Matthew 27 

50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 

spirit. 



When Jesus was crucified, darkness came upon 
the land.  From noontime to 3pm, it became dark 
as night.   

 

At 3 o’clock in the afternoon when the temple 
ground was supposed to be filled with activities, 
there was stillness. Darkness stilled the activities 
in the temple court and across Israel.  

 

The Passover lambs were to be killed at the 
going down of the sun but it was dark as night – 
the land was covered in darkness.  

 

Momentarily, the darkness halted the activities 
and preparation of the Passover. 



Probably, the only lamb offered at that moment was Jesus Christ!  

 

On that precise moment, the reality overtook the symbol, 
Jesus redeemed the sins of the world with His 

bloodshed on the cross. 



Jesus died as the Passover 
Lamb of God on the day of the 
Passover!  The timing was exact. 

 

That is the significance of the 
Passover day 3pm death of 
Jesus Christ. 



4. The Temple Veil 



Matthew 27 

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 

bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split 

 

52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy people who had 

died were raised to life.  



Matthew 27 

53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the 

holy city and appeared to many people. 

 

54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw 

the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 

exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 



The sun had darkened, the 
earth shook, rocks split. They 
were most probably confused 
and mystified by what was 
happening.  

 

The events would have 
generated panic and terror in 
their hearts.  



The priest entering the Holy Place would 
have immediately noticed that the curtain 
that separates the Most Holy of Place 
was torn in two from top to bottom. 

 

This signifies the separation between 
man and God has been lifted as a direct 
result of Christ’s sacrifice. 

 

Jesus is the Passover Lamb of God who 
takes away the sins of the world.  
Therefore, at His death, the sin that 
separated us from God was taken 
away.  Thus, the ripping of the veil! 



Hebrews 9 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now 

already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle 

that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 

creation. 

 

12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he 

entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus 

obtaining eternal redemption. 



Hebrews 9 

13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on 

those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 

outwardly clean. 

 

14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the 

eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living 

God!  



The ripping or tearing of the 
curtain in the Most Holy Place 
signifies that the separation 
between man and God had been 
lifted.  

 

We now have direct access to the 
Eternal Father through our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We have been forgiven and 
reconciled back to God! 



5. Jesus died on a 
Wednesday 



The general belief, a gross error, 
is that Jesus died on Friday 
afternoon, hence “Good Friday.” 
This is wrong. 

 

Jesus died on the day of the 
Passover which happened to be 
on a Wednesday.   

 

The day after the Passover is 
called the 1st day of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread which is a high 
Sabbath, meaning it is a day of 
Holy Convocation. 



Leviticus 23 

4 “‘These are the Lord’s appointed festivals, the sacred assemblies you 

are to proclaim at their appointed times:  

 

5 The Lord’s Passover begins at twilight on the fourteenth day of the 

first month.  

 

6 On the fifteenth day of that month the Lord’s Festival of 

Unleavened Bread begins; for seven days you must eat bread made 

without yeast. 



Leviticus 23 

7 On the first day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work. 

 

8 For seven days present a food offering to the Lord. And on the seventh 

day hold a sacred assembly and do no regular work.’” 



Date Day Jewish Holiday Event 

Aviv 14 Wednesday Passover Jesus was buried late in 

the afternoon 

Aviv 15 Thursday High Sabbath of the 

first day of the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread 

Holy convocation and 

day of rest.  Do no 

regular work. 

Aviv 16 Friday The Marys bought and 

prepared spices for 

Jesus’ burial 

Aviv 17 Saturday Sabbath Weekly Sabbath day of 

rest 

Aviv 18 Sunday Mary visited the tomb 

very early in the 

morning while it was 

still dark. Jesus had 

already resurrected 



Mark 15 

42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day the lambs are being prepared 

and slaughtered – also called the Passover.  The next day is the 1st day 

of unleavened bread which is a Sabbath of rest). So as evening 

approached, 

 

43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was 

himself waiting for the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for 

Jesus’ body. 



Mark 15 

44 Pilate was surprised to hear that he was already dead. Summoning the 

centurion, he asked him if Jesus had already died. 

 

45 When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to 

Joseph. 



Mark 15 

46 So Joseph bought some linen cloth, took down the body, wrapped it in 

the linen, and placed it in a tomb cut out of rock. Then he rolled a stone 

against the entrance of the tomb. 

 

47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where he was 

laid.  



Mark 16 

1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 

James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ 

body. 

 

2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on 

their way to the tomb 

 

3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the 

entrance of the tomb?” 



Mark 16 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, 

had been rolled away. 

 

5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white 

robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.  



The Wednesday crucifixion and 
death is important because it is the 
sign of Jesus’ true messiah-ship. 

 

The Jews of Christ’s day persistently 
asked Jesus for miraculous signs 
from heaven as evidence of His 
divinity.   

 

Jesus gave them a sign and He 
staked His messiah-ship on the 
sign of Jonah.  



Matthew 12 

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, 

“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 

 

39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a sign! 

But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 

 

40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge 

fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart 

of the earth. 



This is the true sign of Jesus’ 
messiah-ship.  Anything less than 
72 hours in the tomb would make 
Jesus an impostor and a fake.    

 

The Wednesday, Passover, 
crucifixion and death of Jesus fits 
this scenario.   

 

Jesus died at 3pm on Passover 
and buried in the late after. 



Time Day Day/Night Count 

6:00PM – 6:00AM Wednesday Sunset to 

Thursday Morning 

First Night 

6:00AM – 6:00PM Thursday Morning to 

Thursday Sunset 

First Day 

6:00PM – 6:00AM Thursday Sunset to 

Friday Morning 

Second Night 

6:00AM – 6:00PM Friday Morning to Friday 

Sunset 

Second Day 

6:00PM – 6:00AM Friday Sunset to 

Saturday Morning 

Third Night 

6:00AM – 6:00PM Saturday Morning to 

Saturday Sunset 

Third Day 

Jesus resurrected after three days and three nights towards at the end of Saturday 
evening.   

That is why when the Marys went to the tomb very early on the first day of the week, which was a 
Sunday, Jesus HAD already resurrected. 



Jesus fulfilled the prophecy of 
Jonah!  

 

Jesus was buried three days 
and three nights in the grave 
as He said He would be. 

 

A Friday crucifixion and a 
Sunday morning resurrection 
won’t make the prophetic sign 
of 3 days and 3 nights. 



Summary 



1. The Eternal Father denied Jesus’ request 3 times, because 
salvation is by redemption.  There is no other way except 
Jesus redeeming us with His blood.    

2. Jesus died on Passover day  

3. Jesus died at 3pm at the exact time the Passover lambs 
were slaughtered in Israel because He is the Passover 
Lamb of God. 

4. At the moment of Jesus death, the curtain in the Most Holy 
Place was torn in two.  Now, the separation had been lifted 
and we have been reconciled and have direct access to the 
Eternal Father. 

5. Jesus died on a Wednesday, not a Friday fulfilling the sign 
of His messiah-ship. 

Now you know these things: 



Blessed are you! 

Now, that you have a deeper 
understanding and appreciation 
of the sacrifice of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.   



END 


