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Are you a good Christian?
If we were to do a survey, we would
expect an overwhelming majority to say
that they are good Christians. Are they
all really good Christians?
Jesus said many call themselves
Christians but are not.

Matthew 7:21-23
21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom
of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in
heaven.
22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many
mighty works in your name?’

23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from
me, you workers of lawlessness.’

Are you a good Christian or a bad Christian?
A Christian simply means a
follower of Christ. But what does
it mean to be a follower of Christ?
Different people, different churches
have different answers to this
question. The correct definition is
found in the Bible.

1 John 2 (NKJV)

3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments.

4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

1 John 2 (NKJV)

5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected
in him. By this we know that we are in Him.

6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just
as He walked.

John 14

21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who
loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I
will love him and manifest Myself to him.”

Among the many Christians
around the world (around 25% of
the population), are there good
and bad Christians?
Among hundreds and thousands
of Christian denominations, are
there good and bad churches?

Is there a way to distinguish the good from the not so good
Christians and churches?

The answer is
YES

This is not based on personal
standard or even human standard.
The definition of good and bad is
based on Jesus’ standard.
Now, let us identify the traits that
make a good and bad Christian,
and a good and bad church.

Guide to a Good Church
and a Good Christian

Jesus told John to write letters to the
seven (7) churches. These letters give
us insight into the state and attitude of
each of the churches.

Jesus laid out in plain and simple
terms what He finds right and wrong,
what he likes and hates in each of the
churches.

These seven (7) letters
layout what Jesus considers
as a good church and a
good Christian and what He
considers as a bad church
and a bad Christian.

I have always wondered how the 7
churches took the critical issues raised
by the letters. Were they offended or
did they take them positively?
The letters to the 7 churches had one
purpose – to prepare the churches for
the day Jesus returns. They serve as
wake up calls towards repentance and
faithfulness.

Many people have been members of a
church for a long time but have never
examined the teachings and practices.
People comfortably settle into “church
mode,” thinking that all is well and fine
in the churches they fellowship with
just like Christians in the 7 churches.

When the 7 churches read the comments against them, they were
probably shocked and woke up from their state of sloppiness.

This message may surprised many
Christians listening in today.
But keep in mind that these are
Christ’s own words, His judgment,
not ours.

Letters To
The Seven
Churches

Revelation 1
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom
and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of
Patmos (this referenced to the place where the vision came to John)
because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.

Revelation 1
10 On the Lord’s Day (This reference to the when John was in the
spirit when the vision came to him. That day was on the Sabbath.
Jesus said that He is the Lord of the Sabbath. He ordained and
blessed the Sabbath day at creation.) I was in the Spirit, and I heard
behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,
11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven
churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Laodicea.”

Many wonder why only 7 churches were selectively mentioned out
of the numerous churches that existed and flourished during the
time of Apostle John.
During the time of the church persecution in Judea, John took up
his residency in Ephesus (modern day Turkey) together with Mary,
the mother of Jesus.

The 7 churches are along the ancient mail route in Asia Minor.
These churches were possibility started and evangelized by John.
Therefore, it was natural for Christ to instruct him to write to them.

Revelation 1
19 Therefore write what you saw, what is, and what will be after
these things.
20 The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand
and the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the
angels of the seven churches and the seven lampstands are the
seven churches.
Angels mean messengers or leaders. Therefore, the letters were
addressed to the leaders of the churches and their entire
congregations.

The 7 churches characterize the
many forms and attitudes of the
churches. The reality is some
churches are better than others.
Some have leadership
problems, others member
problems and still others
congregational problems.

The Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ written by John
was addressed to both the leaders and members of the
churches. This Book was read among the churches in the
presence of everyone during a Sabbath Holy assembly. And,
it starts with Jesus’ personal assessment of the leaders of the
churches and then the state of the churches.

The Book was written to move
the churches and the leadership
into the right direction.
The instruction was to hold fast
to what is right and repent of
what is wrong. Otherwise, they
won’t make it to the Kingdom of
God.

Revelation 1

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy,
and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is
written in it, because the time is near.

Jesus expects a change in their attitude, otherwise they will not
make it to the kingdom of God.

From here, we can decipher
the characteristics of a good
and a bad Christian/church.

Church in
Ephesus

Revelation 2
1 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the
words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and
walks among the seven golden lampstands.
2 I know your (both leader and members) deeds, your hard work
and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked
people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles
but are not, and have found them false.

Revelation 2
3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my
name, and have not grown weary.

4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you
had at first.
5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things
you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and
remove your lampstand from its place.

Revelation 2
6 But you have this in your favor:
You hate the practices of the
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 Whoever has ears, let them
hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who is
victorious, I will give the right to
eat from the tree of life, which is
in the paradise of God.

Who are the Nicolaitans?
• They are the liberals, the morally
lax.

• They are the advocates of
Christian licentiousness.
• Most teaching on the sufficiency of
grace.
•

An example of this in the early
Corinthians church where Apostle
Paul wrote to chastise and disciple.
1 Corinthians 5

Church in Ephesus
Good

Bad

• Does not tolerate
• Forsaken the first love wickedness
the love of the gospel –
where they were
• Tests doctrinal teachings to
extremely zealous at
find out if they are true
first.
• Endures hardship for Christ
in the face of diverse trials
• Hates the practices of the
Nicolaitans

Verdict
• Keeping the
commandments is
good. But, do not
neglect the work of the
gospel.
• The encouragement is
to not grow weary in
doing the good work.

Church in
Smyrna

Revelation 2
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the
words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to
life again.
9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are rich! I
know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are
not, but are a synagogue of Satan.

Revelation 2
10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the
devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer
persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death,
and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.
11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. The one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the
second death.

Church in Smyrna
Good

Bad

• Rich in Christ. Rich in
• Some were losing faith
spirituality
in the face of trials and
persecutions.
• Reliance and sufficiency in
Christ

Verdict
• Stand firm
• Be faithful to the point
of death

Church in
Pergamum

Revelation 2
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the
words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword.

13 I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you
remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me,
not even in the days of Antipas, my faithful witness, who was put
to death in your city—where Satan lives.

Revelation 2
14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are
some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food
sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. (2 Peter 2:13; 15)
15 Likewise, you also have those who hold to the teaching of
the Nicolaitans.

Revelation 2
16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will
fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give some of the
hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone with a
new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it.

Church in Pergamum
Good

Bad

• Remain faithful and true to
God

• Hold the teaching of
Balaam (greed)
• Hold to the teachings of
Nicolaitans (heresy,
moral laxity and
licentiousness)

Verdict
• Beware and repent of
deceptive doctrines of
licentiousness,
Christian liberty and
materiality

Church in
Thyatira

Revelation 2
18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the
words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and
whose feet are like burnished bronze.
19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and
perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did
at first.

Revelation 2
20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophet. By her teaching
she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating
of food sacrificed to idols.
21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is
unwilling.

Revelation 2
22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those
who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent
of her ways.
23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know
that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay
each of you according to your deeds.

Revelation 2

24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not
hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan’s so-called
deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you,
25 except to hold on to what you have until I come.’

Revelation 2
26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will
give authority over the nations—

27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them
to pieces like pottery’—just as I have received authority from my
Father.
28 I will also give that one the morning star. 29 Whoever has
ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Church in Thyatira
Good

• Hold on to the truth
• Reject mixture of pagan
idolatry
• Loving and caring church

Bad

Verdict

• Tolerate Jezebel, the
• Hold on to the truth
prophetess of the pagan • Keep the
mystery religion
commandments
• Tolerate pagan worship,
falsehood, idolatry and • Repent of idolatrous
practices or be
sexual immorality
destroyed

Church in
Sardis

Revelation 3
1 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the
words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven
stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive,
but you are dead.
2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I
have found your deeds unfinished in the sight of my God.

Revelation 3
3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; hold
it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a
thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you.
4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled
their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they
are worthy.

Revelation 3
5 The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in white. I
will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life,
but will acknowledge that name before my Father and his angels.
6 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.

Church in Sardis
Good

Bad

Verdict

• A few remained unsoiled by • Spiritually dying
• Hold fast to the
the pollution of the world
• Fallen asleep spiritually.
commandments of the
Many were quickly
Lord
• They kept the
falling away from the
commandments of the
• Repent, be sober and
truth and into sin
Lord.
to watch their lives
before God

Church in
Philadelphia

Revelation 3
7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the
words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David.
What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can
open.
8 I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door
that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength, yet
you have kept my word and have not denied my name.

Revelation 3
9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who
claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars—I will make
them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I
have loved you.
10 Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will
also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to come on the
whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.

Revelation 3
11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one
will take your crown.
12 The one who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of my
God. Never again will they leave it. I will write on them the name of
my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem,
which is coming down out of heaven from my God; and I will also
write on them my new name.

13 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.

Church in Philadelphia
Good

Bad

• Kept the commands of God • Little strength
• Faithful endurance

Verdict

• Hold and endure until
the end

Church in
Laodicea

Revelation 3
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the
words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of
God’s creation.
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish
you were either one or the other!

Revelation 3
16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am
about to spit you out of my mouth.
17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a
thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor,
blind and naked.

Revelation 3
18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you
can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover
your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you
can see.
19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest
and repent.

Revelation 3
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person,
and they with me.
21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me
on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my
Father on his throne.
22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.”

Church in Laodicea
Good
• Still committed

Bad

Verdict

• Lukewarm
• Do the work. Be rich in
• Lackadaisical, passive
Christ!
attitude
• Be progressive, pro• Found comfort in riches
active Christians
and sufficiency
• Chrisitans are defined
• Being non-productive,
by our works
fruitlessness,
unenthusiastic,
unexcited, indifferent all
cause by the comforts of
the world
• Rich yet poor in Christ

The Traits

Good Church and Christian

• Does not tolerate wickedness and
sin
1
• 1 John 3:8

Bad Church and Christian

• Neglect the preaching of the
gospel of Christ
• Abandoned the first love – the
great commission of the church.
• Matthew 24:12

• Wandered from the truth
• Seek the truth
• Some maybe losing faith in the
• Teach the truth from the Bible.
face of trials and worldly priorities
2 • Test doctrinal teachings to hold fast
and wandered from the truth
those are true
• 1 Timothy 6:10
• John 4:23 and 1 Thessalonians
5:21-22

Good Church and Christian

Bad Church and Christian

• Hold the teaching of Balaam;
• Hold on to the truth.
greed and immorality
• Avoid falsehood, heresy, pagan
• 2 Peter 2: 4 and 15
idolatry and sexual immorality
3
• Worship God in spirit and in truth
• 2 Timothy 2:15-16 and 1 Corinthians
10:14

• Rich in Christ.
4 • Sufficiency and reliance in Christ
• Philippians 1:20

• Practice the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans; heresy, moral laxity
and licentiousness
• Jude 1:4

Good Church and Christian
•
•
5 •
•

Bad Church and Christian

• Tolerate Jezebel, the prophetess
Keep the commandments
of the pagan mystery religion
Faithfulness to God’s word
• Tolerate pagan worship,
Strive to live righteous and holy lives
falsehood, idolatry and sexual
John 14:15
immorality
• 2 Peter 2:1

• Loving and caring
• Love one another, showing charity
6
to one another
• 2 Corinthians 13:11

• Spiritually dying
• Fallen asleep spiritually
• Romans 13:11-14

Good Church and Christian

• Endure hardship for Christ in the
face of diverse trials
7
• Matthew 10:22

Bad Church and Christian

• Forsake God by denying God’s
name
• Matthew 15:8 and Titus 1:16

• Lukewarm, passive
• Eager to do good
• Being unproductive, fruitlessness,
• Active church with eagerness to
unenthusiastic, unexcited,
serve
and
share
the
gospel
of
Christ
8
indifferent all cause by the
• Galatians 6:9
comforts of the world

Summation

Here you have it – the
difference between a good
Christian and a bad
Christian, a good and bad
church.

Where do you stand? What
kind of church do you
belong to? What type of
Christian are you?

Christ provided a checklist of
all the traits of good and bad
churches, and good and bad
Christian.

Let us use this checklist to
examine the church, the
congregation and most
importantly ourselves.

Good Church and Christian
Do God’s work. Active church.
Preach the gospel.
Keep the 10 commandments
Hold on to the truth
Does not tolerate wickedness and
sin
• Faithful in Christ
• Endure hardship
• Love and care one for another
•
•
•
•
•

Bad Church and Christian
• Neglect the preaching of the
gospel of Christ
• Forsake God’s commandments
• Deny the name of God and Christ
• Wandered away from the truth
• Tolerate pagan practices and
idolatry
• Practice the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans; heresy, moral laxity
and licentiousness
• Practice the teaching of Balaam
for greed and immorality
• Sleeping church
• Lukewarm

Now, can you identify certain
churches you know that fall under any
of these traits? More importantly,
which church do you identify with?
Even if the church you fellowship with
is wrong and has some of the
negative traits, you can decide to be
right before Christ.

The seven (7) letters to the
churches are sober letters.
You can imagine the sadness in
their ears and faces when they
heard the letter read aloud to
them.

Christ said that whoever has ears, let
them hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.
To the one who is victorious, a crown
of glory awaits him and that person will
be given the right to sit with Christ on
His throne.

The letters to the 7 churches are
empowering letters from Christ.
They empower you to do what is
right and enter into the Kingdom of
God with all the blessings in Christ.

END

