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John 6 

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. 

Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and 

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.  

 

36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you 

do not believe.  

 

37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and 

whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 



John 6 

38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my 

will but to do the will of him who sent me.  

 

39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I 

shall lose none of all those he has given me, but 

raise them up at the last day.  

 

40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks 

to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal 

life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 



John 6 

41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him 

because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 

heaven.”  

 

42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, 

whose father and mother we know? How can he now 

say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 

 

43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus 

answered. 



John 6 

44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who 

sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the 

last day.  

 

45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be 

taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father 

and learned from him comes to me.  



John 6 

46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is 

from God; only he has seen the Father.  

 

47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has 

eternal life.  



John 6 

65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no 

one can come to me unless the Father has enabled 

them.” 



“No one can come to 
me unless the Father 
who sent me draws 
them.”   
 

Fascinating statement from Jesus:  



How are we to understand this?    

 

The normal concept of Christianity is 
people go out in search of God.  

 

God drawing us to Himself is 
counter-intuitive.  



The prime example of the calling 
was Abraham.   

 

God called out to Abraham when 
he was in Harran. 



Genesis 12 

1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your 

country, your people and your father’s household 

to the land I will show you.  



Genesis 12 

2 “I will make you into a great nation, 

  and I will bless you; 

 I will make your name great, 

 and you will be a blessing. 

3 I will bless those who bless you, 

 and whoever curses you I will curse; 

 and all peoples on earth 

 will be blessed through you.” 

 



Genesis 12 

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when 

he set out from Harran.  



God called out to Abraham.   

 

Abraham responded to 
God’s call.   

 

He was faithful to God all 
His life. 



Being Chosen 



Further Jesus said:  

 

“For many are called, 
but few are chosen.”   

Jesus illustrated this principle 
through a parable. 



Matthew 22 

1 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:  

 

2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared 

a wedding banquet for his son.  

 

3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited 

to the banquet to tell them to come, but they 

refused to come. 



Matthew 22 

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell 

those who have been invited that I have prepared my 

dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been 

butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the 

wedding banquet.’ 

 

5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to 

his field, another to his business. 



Matthew 22 

6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and 

killed them.  

 

7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 

 

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet 

is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 



Matthew 22 

9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet 

anyone you find.’  

 

10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered 

all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, 

and the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a 

man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 



Matthew 22 

12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without 

wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 

 

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand 

and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 

14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 



The lesson of the parable is simple.   

 

We must respond to God’s call.   

 

When God calls, we need to 
respond just like Abraham did. 



John 17 

1 “Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that 

your Son may glorify you.  

 

2 For you granted him authority over all people that 

he might give eternal life to all those you have given 

him.  

 

3 Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 



John 17 

4 I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the 

work you gave me to do.  

 

5 And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with 

the glory I had with you before the world began. 



John 17 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out 

of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me 

and they have obeyed your word.  

 

7 Now they know that everything you have given me 

comes from you.  

 

8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they 

accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came 

from you, and they believed that you sent me. 



3 Signs of 
Calling 



The big question is: how do you 
know that God is drawing you to 
Christ? 

 

 

Today, we will discuss 3 signs 
indicating that God is calling you. 



The 1st sign 

Overcome by a sudden 
desire to seek God 



Most people go through life unmindful 
of God. The pursuit of physical needs 
and worldly pleasure occupy most 
lives.   

 

There is not much space left for God.  
God is kept at a distance.  God is 
relegated to the back burner; the least 
of our priorities.  



Attending Sunday church 
services as family tradition, an 
obligation or social event to catch 
up with friends doesn’t count as 
seeking God.   

 

Seeking God means a deeper 
yearning to know God and His 
righteousness.   

 

And, most importantly, it means 
an eager longing to develop a 
relationship with God.   



You know God is calling you when 
suddenly, out of nowhere, you are 
overcome by a great and fervent 
desire to know the One True God – 
the God who Jesus called His Father 
in heaven.     

 

The desire is to know the Eternal 
God, to seek Him out, to find Him 
and to have an intimate relationship 
with Him. 



Calling of the Disciples 

Let us consider the calling of the 
apostles.  



John 1 

19 Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish 

leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask 

him who he was.  

 

20 He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, 

“I am not the Messiah.” 



John 1 

21 They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you 

Elijah?” 

 He said, “I am not.” 

 “Are you the Prophet?” 

 He answered, “No.” 

 

22 Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an answer 

to take back to those who sent us. What do you say 

about yourself?” 



John 1 

23 John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I 

am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way for the Lord.’” 

 

24 Now the Pharisees who had been sent  

 

25 questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you 

are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”  



John 1 

26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among 

you stands one you do not know.  

 

27 He is the one who comes after me, the straps of 

whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 

 

28 This all happened at Bethany on the other side of 

the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 



John 1 

29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, 

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  

 

30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 

me has surpassed me because he was before me.’  

 

31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing 

with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 



John 1 

32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit 

come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him.  

 

33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who 

sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on 

whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the 

one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 



John 1 

34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen 

One.” 

 

35 The next day John was there again with two of his 

disciples.  

 

36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb 

of God!” 

 

37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they 

followed Jesus. 



John 1 

38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and 

asked, “What do you want?” 

They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where 

are you staying?” 

 

39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they 

went and saw where he was staying, and they spent 

that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. 



John 1 

40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the 

two who heard what John had said and who had 

followed Jesus.  

 

41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother 

Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that 

is, the Christ).  

 



John 1 

42 And he brought him to Jesus. 

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of 

John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when 

translated, is Peter). 

 

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. 

Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 



John 1 

44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town 

of Bethsaida.  

 

45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have 

found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and 

about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of 

Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 



John 1 

46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” 

Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. 

 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said 

of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no 

deceit.” 

 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.  Jesus 

answered, “I saw you while you were still under the 

fig tree before Philip called you.”  



John 1 

49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son 

of God; you are the king of Israel.” 

 

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw 

you under the fig tree. You will see greater things 

than that.”  

 

51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see 

‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending on’ the Son of Man.” 



• In this narrative, we are told that there was anticipation for the appearing of 
the Messiah at that time.   

• The disciples of John the Baptist were seeking and looking for the Messiah.   

• God revealed to John the Baptist that Jesus is the Messiah, the Lamb of God.    

• John shouted out loud to the crowd.   

• Only a few in the crowd responded.    

• The disciples of John heard the call.   “We have found the messiah,” they 
said.   

• The disciples found Christ because they were seeking for God.  

The disciples found Christ because they were seeking for God. 



Luke 19 

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through.  

 

2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a 

chief tax collector and was wealthy.  

 

3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he 

was short he could not see over the crowd. 



Luke 19 

4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to 

see him, since Jesus was coming that way. 

 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and 

said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I 

must stay at your house today.”  

 

6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 



Luke 19 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He 

has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, 

“Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 

possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated 

anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times 

the amount.” 



Luke 19 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 

house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.  

 

10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 

lost.” 



Zacchaeus’s great desire to see Jesus 
drove him to climb the sycamore-fig tree. 
He found Christ and Christ found Him.   

 

The story of Zacchaeus is in the Bible 
because it carries a vital lesson: You can 
find God if you earnestly seek Him 
with all your heart and soul.    

 

It requires some diligence to find God.  
But God can be found, and He will reveal 
Himself to you.  



James 4:8 

Come near to God and he will come near to you. 

Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your 

hearts. 



Proverbs 8:17 

I will love those who love me, and those who seek me 

diligently will find me. 



Isaiah 55:6 

Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him 

while he is near. 



Jeremiah 29 

11 For I know what I have planned for you,’ says the 

Lord. ‘I have plans to prosper you, not to harm you. I 

have plans to give you a future filled with hope. 

 

12 When you call out to me and come to me in prayer, 

I will hear your prayers. 



Jeremiah 29 

13 When you seek me in prayer and worship, you will 

find me available to you. If you seek me with all your 

heart and soul, 

 

14 I will make myself available to you,’ says the Lord. 



Jesus said if we earnestly seek 
Him with all our hearts and 
soul, He could be found. 



Luke 11 

9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek 

and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 

to you.  

 

10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who 

seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door 

will be opened. 



Luke 11 

11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, 

will give him a snake instead?  

 

12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion?  

 

13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those 

who ask him!” 



This conversation is not talking about 
prayer request for wealth and health.  It 
is talking about seeking God.   

 

Anyone and everyone who earnestly 
seeks God, will find God!  That is a 
promise from God Himself!  



Your presence in today’s Bible study shows that your heart is in 
the right place.  In your heart you have the desire to seek God.   

 

Don’t take this Bible study fellowship for granted.  This could be 
the start of your calling!  



The 2nd sign A burning desire 
for the truth 

When you find God,  

God will bring you to His truth.   



John 14:6 

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me.” 



The Eternal Father who calls you will 
lead you to the truth.   

 

God will cause you to have a burning 
desire for the truth.    

 

He will make Himself known to you 
through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit.   



When this happens, you will 
experience a burning, ardent desire for 
the truth.   

 

You will seek understanding in 
everything you read in the Bible.   

 

Once you start searching for the truth, 
you will find that there are many 
things you have to learn and unlearn.  



John 8 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If 

you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  

 

32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will 

set you free.” 

 



The truth sets us free from the 
bondage of lies, falsehoods and 
deceptions. 



2 Timothy 2:15 

“(you will) Do your best to present yourself to God 

as one approved, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 

truth.” 



Once you are on the path of 
truth, you won’t stop until you 
find the whole truth about God 
and His purpose for you.  



Luke 12:32 

“many are called but few are chosen.”  



This suggests that God looks for 
a certain quality and character in 
the people He calls.  

 

God’s people throughout the 
ages have one specific trait that 
made them unique as God’s 
treasured possession. 

This one trait is  

‘seeker of the truth.’ 



2 Thessalonians 2 

10 …  wickedness deceives those who are perishing. 

They perish because they refused to love the truth 

and so be saved.  

 

11 For this reason God sends them a powerful 

delusion so that they will believe the lie  

 

12 and so that all will be condemned who have not 

believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness. 



2 Thessalonians 2 

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, 

brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God 

chose you as firstfruit to be saved through the 

sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in 

the truth.  



To find the truth, you will start to read 
the Bible – the word of God in print.   

 

When you read to seek understanding, 
God will reveal His truth to you. You 
will go on to search the scriptures 
looking for the truth.  

 

This was what the Berean Jews did.  
They examined the Scriptures to find 
out if what Paul preached was the truth. 

Truth is the word 
of God. Jesus 
said: Thy word is 
truth.  



Acts 17 

10 As soon as it was night, the believers sent Paul 

and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, they went 

to the Jewish synagogue.  

 

11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble 

character than those in Thessalonica, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and 

examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul 

said was true. 



Acts 17 

12 As a result, many of them believed, as did also a 

number of prominent Greek women and many Greek 

men.  



The light of truth will shine upon you.  
You will find things revealed in the 
Bible that you have never thought of 
before.   

 

In many instances, the truth will 
challenge many of your long-held 
beliefs. 

 

Your eyes will be opened. The light will 
shine out of darkness, giving light to 
the knowledge of God’s glory.  



When God starts to call on you, He 
will cause an intense burning desire 
in your heart to seek the truth.   

 

You will find yourself pouring over 
the Holy Scripture verifying all the 
words spoken by God and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

 

It is only by the truth that you are 
sanctified by God to be His very own 
chosen one.  



John 17 

17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.  

 

18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them 

into the world.  

 

19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be 

truly sanctified. 



When you search for the truth, 
you will immerse yourself into 
Bible study and will need the 
guide of an understanding church 
to lead you in the truth.   

 

This is how God speaks to you, 
teaches you and leads you to His 
truth. 



The 3rd sign 

A passionate 
desire to be holy 



Once you find God and His 
truth, God will cause you to 
develop a passionate desire to 
belong to Him, to please Him, 
to be holy and righteous 
before His presence.   



Prior to this time, all your pursuits in life is 
physical and material worldly pleasures.   

 

Once God calls you, He will lead you 
towards the path of righteousness. 



1 Peter 1 

13 Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully 

sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to 

you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming.  

 

14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil 

desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 



1 Peter 1 

15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in 

all you do;  

 

16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”  



Something happens in your 
mind.   

 

Your life priority changes from 
worldly to heavenly.    

 

You will have a great desire to 
please God.  You will look at 
the laws of God differently.  



1 John 5 

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is 

born of God, and everyone who loves the father 

loves his child as well.  

 

2 This is how we know that we love the children of 

God: by loving God and carrying out his commands.  

 

3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. 

And his commands are not burdensome. 



Romans 7 

12 So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is 

holy, righteous and good. 



You will find that you want to be holy 
before God and keep His commandments.   

 

Commandment keeping will become 
second nature to you.   

 

When that happens the grace of God will 
be upon you. 



God causes you to reset your life 
priorities.  You start to seek first 
the kingdom of God.” 

 

God’s people set their minds on 
spiritual things, not worldly 
things. 



Colossians 3 

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 

your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated 

at the right hand of God.  

 

2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things.  



Summation 

Now you know when God is calling you!  When God calls, you must respond. 



God is calling you when you are 
overcome by: 

 

1. A suddenly desire to seek God 

2. A burning desire for the truth 

3. A passionate desire to be holy 

  

These 3 signs come together in Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount. 



Matthew 7 

Desire to seek God 

 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will 

find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  

 

8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks 

finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 

opened.  



Matthew 7 

9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give 

him a stone? 

 

10 Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  

 



Matthew 7 

11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give 

good gifts to your children, how much more will 

your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 

ask him!  

 

12 So in everything, do to others what you would 

have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 

Prophets. 



When you earnestly seek God with all 
your heart and soul, you will find Him 
and He will reveal Himself to you.   

 

This is a promise!   

 

When God calls be sure you are ready 
to respond.  



Matthew 7 

Desire for the truth 

13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the 

gate and broad is the road that leads to 

destruction, and many enter through it.  

 

14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that 

leads to life, and only a few find it. 

 



Matthew 7 

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you 

in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious 

wolves.  

 

16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people 

pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 

thistles? 



Matthew 7 

17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a 

bad tree bears bad fruit.  

 

18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 

cannot bear good fruit.  



Matthew 7 

19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire.  

 

20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 



The path of truth is narrow, and few 
people find the truth.   

 

God leads you to His truth.   

 

Fellowship with a church that can 
lead you to the truth.  We are here to 
help! 



Matthew 7 

Desire for a Holy Life 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 

enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who 

does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  

 

22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did 

we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive 

out demons and in your name perform many 

miracles?’ 



Matthew 7 

23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 

Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of 

mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man 

who built his house on the rock.  

 

25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 

fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  



Matthew 7 

26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and 

does not put them into practice is like a foolish man 

who built his house on sand.  

 

27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 

winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell 

with a great crash.” 



Matthew 7 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the 

crowds were amazed at his teaching,  

 

29 because he taught as one who had authority, and 

not as their teachers of the law. 



A Holy life is a solid foundation for the future that withstands 
the pressures and temptations of life.  

 

Jesus said: “many are called but few are chosen.”   

 

Many may not know that they are being called because they do 
not know the signs.  But now you know.   

 

To be chosen, you must be proactive in responding to God’s call.   



If you like this Bible study, God may 
be calling you today! 

 

You are welcome to know more about 
God and His righteousness! 



We are here to help.  

 

You may visit our website at 
www.cgiphils.org 

 

We have many literatures, 
video messages and 
materials that can help in 
your Bible study and 
eventually leads you to God 
and His truth! 

http://www.cgiphils.org/


END 


