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This is an incredible, powerful, positive statement coming from Jesus 
Christ.   

 

This encouraging statement changes the dim prospect of human 
existence. We are all too familiar with our mortality. Life is 
temporary, short and fleeting. We are here today and gone 

tomorrow. 

Jesus declares that God 
is the God of the living.   



Psalm 103 

15 The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a 
flower of the field;  

 

16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its 
place remembers it no more.  



Yet, Jesus said that our God is 
not the God of the dead but 
the God of the living.  

 

This is an absolute assurance 
for everyone who believes in 
God.  

 

Jesus said this in the context of 
the resurrection.  



Assurance of 
Resurrection  



Jesus affirms that there is a 
resurrection of the righteous in 
one of the most interesting 
discourses He had with the 
Sadducees.  



Luke 20 

27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no 
resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 



The Sadducees heard Jesus 
preaching about the 
resurrection of the dead.   

 

So, they tested Jesus with a 
riddle. This riddle had been 
used by the Sadducees to 
silence the Pharisees who 
believed in a bodily 
resurrection. 



The Sadducees rejected the idea of the 
resurrection because it is not explicitly 
mentioned in the first 5 books of the 
Old Testament.   

  

On the other hand, the Pharisees 
found the concept implied in the 
scriptures; particularly in the Book of 
Job (14:14), Daniel (12:1-3) and Ezekiel 
(37:5-12 prophecy of the valley of dry 
bones). 



The Pharisees believed in a 
‘bodily’ resurrection that will 
be able to survive eternity.   

 

The afterlife was seen as a 
continuation of the physical 
life and an opportunity to 
experience the perfect world 
of peace and prosperity. 



The Sadducees had devised a riddle to ridicule the contention of 
the Pharisees. In the riddle, seven husbands died in succession 

shortly after marrying the same bride.  

 

The question was whose wife would the widow be in the 
afterlife. This had always been a mocking question addressed to 

the Pharisees to which they made no answer. 

 

On this occasion, the Sadducees tested Jesus with this stinging 
riddle. They used the riddle on Jesus! 



Luke 20 

28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a 
man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, 
the man must marry the widow and raise up offspring 
for his brother.  

 

29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one 
married a woman and died childless. 



Luke 20 

30 The second  

 

31 and then the third married her, and in the same way 
the seven died, leaving no children.  



Luke 20 

32 Finally, the woman died too.  

 

33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she 
be, since the seven were married to her?” 



The Pharisees never had an answer to this stinging question.   

 

However, Jesus’s respond was authoritative. Jesus equivocally 
confirmed that there is a resurrection of the dead.   

 

In this discourse, Jesus took the opportunity to educate them and 
show them what the resurrection is all about. Jesus said the 
resurrection is not a physical resurrection but a spiritual 

resurrection. 



Luke 20 

34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are 
given in marriage.  
 
35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in 
the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will 
neither marry nor be given in marriage,  
 
36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. 
They are God’s children, since they are children of the 
resurrection.  



Luke 20 

37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses 
showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.’ 

 

38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to 
him all are alive.”  



Today, we will explore three 
(3) important things about the 
declaration of Jesus that God is 
the God of the living.   

 

We will go through a lot of 
scriptures because Jesus said a 
lot about resurrection.   

1. The dead will rise again 

2. God’s children of the 
resurrection 

3. For to God all are alive 



Resurrection: 
the Hope of 

Mankind  



Jesus is the only authority on life 
beyond death. The hope for all 
mankind is to live again – to be 
raised back to life after death.  

 

Therefore, the hope of mankind 
is the resurrection from death to 
life. Jesus demonstrated the 
hope of the resurrection with 
His own life.  



Some people are resigned to the 
fact that they are going to die, and 
their lives will end there. They 
adhere to the motto of “eat, drink 
and be merry for tomorrow we 
die.”  

 

On the other hand, the wise seeks 
for redemption, continuation and a 
better afterlife.  



Mankind will live, even forever, 
because our God is the God of the 
living.   

 

Our hope in Christ is not an 
abstract hope but a tangible one. 
By tangible hope we mean a hope 
that is real, actual, perceivable and 
touchable.  



Most Christians erroneously put 
their hope in going to heaven when 
they die.  
 
Likewise for the living, they put 
their hope in the rapture that they 
will never see or experience in their 
lifetime.   
 
The hope of mankind is in the 
resurrection to life.  This is where 
our true hope is! 



1. The Dead 
Will Rise 

Again 
Preaching about the resurrection, Jesus 
said in John 5:24-29 and John 6:39-40.  



John 5 

24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 
be judged but has crossed over from death to life.  

 

25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now 
come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God and those who hear will live.  



John 5 

26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself.  

 

27 And he has given him authority to judge because he 
is the Son of Man.  



John 5 

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when 
all who are in their graves will hear his voice  

 

29 and come out—those who have done what is good 
will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil 
will rise to be condemned.  



John 6 

40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to 
the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I 
will raise them up at the last day. 



The concept of resurrection is the 
hope of every believer in Christ.   

 

We believe that God can raise the 
dead to life. The resurrection is at 
the core of every Christian’s faith 
and hope. 



Jesus Proves the 
Resurrection With 
His Life 

To see is to believe, right? 
 
 Jesus proves the resurrection 
with His life.    
 
The evidence is in Jesus’s own 
resurrection. 



Matthew 17 

22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to 
them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the 
hands of men. 

 

23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be 
raised to life.” And the disciples were filled with grief. 



Matthew 12 

38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said 
to him, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” 
 
39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks 
for a sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. 

 
40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 
of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 



Matthew 28 

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the 
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb. 

 

2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the 
Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, 
rolled back the stone and sat on it.  



Matthew 28 

3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes 
were white as snow.  

 

4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and 
became like dead men. 



Matthew 28 

5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified.  

 

6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. 



Luke 24 

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with 
you.” 

 

37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they 
saw a ghost.  

 

38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why 
do doubts rise in your minds?   



Luke 24 

39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me 
and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I 
have.” 
 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 
feet. 
 
41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and 
amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” 



Luke 24 

42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

 

43 and he took it and ate it in their presence. 

 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was 
still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is 
written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 



Luke 24 

45 Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. 

 

46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah 
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 

 

47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be 
preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem.  



Jesus was publicly crucified, pierced, died, buried and raised on 
the third day according to Jesus own words.  

 

After His resurrection, Jesus spent 40 days with the disciples.  He 
appeared to Mary, to Peter, to the disciples, to Thomas, to James 
(the brother of Jesus) and to more than 500 brothers and sisters at 

one time and finally appeared to Apostle Paul.  



The Jewish authorities, Romans soldiers and all the people in 
Judea heard about the resurrection of Jesus.  

 

50 days after the resurrection on the Day of Pentecost, 3,000 
believed and were baptized when they heard the witnessed 

testimony of the apostles.   

 



Acts 2 

32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 
witnesses of it. 



Everyone who was baptized that day believed in Jesus and in the 
hope of the resurrection.  



2. God’s Children  
of the Resurrection 



Jesus said a change will happen 
at the resurrection. The 
resurrection is not a physical 
bodily resurrection but a 
spiritual resurrection.  

 

Jesus further said that the 
resurrected saints are God’s 
children born out of the 
resurrection. 



Luke 20 

35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part 
in the age to come and in the resurrection from the 
dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage,  

 

36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the 
angels. They are God’s children, since they are children 
of the resurrection.  



John 1 

12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God— 

 

13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.  



Nicodemus, a Pharisee, wanted to 
know what the resurrection is like.  
He approached Jesus by night.   

 

He must have been driven by the 
intense desire to know how a person 
can enter the Kingdom of God. 



John 3 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who 
was a member of the Jewish ruling council.  
 
2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that 
you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one 
could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with 
him.” 
 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 



Jesus knew why Nicodemus came to 
visit. Nicodemus wanted to know 
how a person can enter the kingdom 
of God.  

 

Then, Jesus said; a person needs to be 
born again or reborn to see the 
kingdom of God. 



The translation of “born again” is not accurate.  

The Greek words for “born again” are  “gennethe anothen.”   

 

The Greek root word “gennao” (Strong's Concordance #1080) has 
several interpretations; they are "to born", "to procreate" or "to 

father," and “to be generated.”  

 

The Greek term “anothen” can be interpreted as “again”, “anew” 
“beginning” and “start.” 



From the Greek linguistic context, the phrase “genethe anothen” 
is best rendered as “to regenerate.”  In this context, it means 

"spiritual regeneration" or "spiritual rebirth."   

 

This in fact, is the precise concept of resurrection.  This is the 
context of Jesus conversation with Nicodemus. 



Jesus says: no one can see the kingdom 
of God unless they have been reborn of 
the spirit.   

 

A person needs to be resurrected as a 
spirit being to see the kingdom of God. 
Because we know that flesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God! 

  

Nicodemus didn’t understand at first. 
He was thinking about a physical 
regeneration – a physical resurrection. 



John 3 

4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” 
Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a second 
time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

 

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water 
and the Spirit. 



John 3 

6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to 
spirit. 

 

7 You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again.’   



John 3 

8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or 
where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the 
Spirit.”  

 

9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 



John 3 

10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not 
understand these things?  
 
11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we 
testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not 
accept our testimony.  
 
12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not 
believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly 
things?  



 

Jesus tells Nicodemus that a 
change will occur at the 
resurrection.  As Israel’s 
teacher, he ought to know 
these things.   

 

In fact, Daniel wrote about it. 

 

 



Daniel 12 

2 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 
awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and 
everlasting contempt. 

3  Those whop are wise will shine like the brightness of 
the heavens, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever 



At the resurrection, a person 
will be reborn of the spirit - a 
spiritual rebirth – a spiritual 
body that is immortal and can 
inhabit eternity. The person is 
born of God through the 
process of resurrection.  



3. For to God 
All are Alive 



“To God all are alive” does not mean all are alive either in the 
bliss of heaven or burning in hell.  By “all are alive,” Jesus meant 

all are not dead.   

 

God, who has the power to resurrect the dead looks at death 
differently. God looks at death as sleeping.  This concept is 

interesting because God has the power to wake people up from 
their ‘sleep.’  



John 11 

1 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  

 

3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you 
love is sick.” 



John 11 

4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not 
end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son 
may be glorified through it.”  

 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.  



John 11 

6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 
where he was two more days, 

 

7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to 
Judea.” 



John 11 

11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to 
wake him up.” 

 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get 
better.” 



John 11 

13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his 
disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 

 

15 and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 



John 11 

17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already 
been in the tomb for four days. 



John 11 

20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went 
out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

 

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.  

 

22 But I know that even now God will give you 
whatever you ask.” 



John 11 

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 

24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day.”  



John 11 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The 
one who believes in me will live, even though they die;  

 

26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?” 

 

27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”  



John 11 

34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 

 

35 Jesus wept. 

 

36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 



John 11 

37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 

 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It 
was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance.   



John 11 

39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
“by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been there 
four days.” 

 

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe, you will see the glory of God?” 



John 11 

41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me.  

 

42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the 
benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 

 

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud 
voice, “Lazarus, come out!”   



John 11 

44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped 
with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let 
him go.” 

 

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit 
Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 



To God, the dead are asleep until they 
are awakened by Jesus at the time of 
resurrection. 

 

The usual question is when will the 
resurrection happen? Will it happen 
at the moment of death and the soul 
goes to heaven or hell?   

 

This is not the resurrection described 
in the Bible by Jesus Christ. 



Matthew 24 

30 “Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in 
heaven. And then all the peoples of the earth will 
mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven, with power and great glory.  

 

31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet 
call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, 
from one end of the heavens to the other. 



1 Thessalonians 4 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you 
do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope.  

 

14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so 
we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him. 



1 Thessalonians 4 

15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we 
who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen 
asleep.  

 

16 For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. 



1 Thessalonians 4 

17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever.  

 

18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 



The scripture is clear that the 
resurrection of the saints will 
happen only at the 2nd 
coming of Christ, not earlier.   

 

So, the resurrection of the 
saints is still in the future. 



How about the 
rest of 

humanity? 



Jesus said that all are alive. What happens to the billions and 
billions who died without accepting Christ as their personal 

savior? Are they forever lost or consigned to burning hell fire?   

 

Jesus said that all are alive! None is so far condemned to the 
eternal fire or second death. Most of humanity will live again to 

be judged and given the opportunity to know Christ and be 
saved. 



God is a gracious 
God who wants 
all to be saved. 



1 Timothy 2 

3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 

 

4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 



In John 5, Jesus talked about 
2 resurrections; a 
resurrection to life and a 
resurrection to 
condemnation (judgment). 



John 5 

24 “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 
be judged but has crossed over from death to life. 

 

25 Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now 
come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God and those who hear will live.  



John 5 

26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has 
granted the Son also to have life in himself.  

 

27 And he has given him authority to judge because he 
is the Son of Man. 



John 5 

28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when 
all who are in their graves will hear his voice  

 

29 and come out—those who have done what is good 
will rise to live, and those who have done what is evil 
will rise to be condemned.  



The word “condemned” is a poor English translation.   

 

The Greek word is “Krisis” meaning to make a decision or 
judgment.   

 

Therefore, the verse should be properly rendered as “those who 
have done what is evil will rise to be judged.” 



krisis: a decision, judgment 

 

Original Word: κρίσις, εως, ἡ 
Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine 
Transliteration: krisis 
Phonetic Spelling: (kree'-sis) 
Definition: a decision, judgment 
Usage: judging, judgment, decision, sentence; generally: divine 
judgment; accusation.  

Strong's Concordance 



So, here we are presented with 2 
resurrections; the resurrection of 
the righteous to eternal life and 
the resurrection of the rest of 
humanity to judgment.   

 

Now, you can easily relate this 
to Revelation 20.  



Revelation 20 

1 And I saw an angel coming down out of 
heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his 
hand a great chain. 

 

2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the 
devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.  



Revelation 20 

3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and 
sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the 
nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. 
After that, he must be set free for a short time. 



Revelation 20 

4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had 
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of 
those who had been beheaded because of their 
testimony about Jesus and because of the word of 
God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image 
and had not received its mark on their foreheads or 
their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a 
thousand years. 



Revelation 20 

5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended.) This is the first 
resurrection.  

 

6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first 
resurrection. The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and 
will reign with him for a thousand years.  



Revelation 20 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled from his 
presence, and there was no place for them.  

 

12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were 
judged according to what they had done as recorded in 
the books. 



Revelation 20 

13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and 
Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person 
was judged according to what they had done. 

 

14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire. The lake of fire is the second death.  

 

15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book 
of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 



The 1st resurrection is the resurrection of the saints. They will be 
resurrected in glory and will rule with Christ for a thousand 

years.   

 

The rest of humanity will rise again physically after the thousand 
years where they will be judged after having given the 

opportunity to know God. Many will be saved during this time. 

 

Therefore, Jesus said: God is not the God of the dead but of the 
living! 



Summation 



We have gone through many scriptures today. There are much 
more we could talked about but don’t have the time for now.   

 

The resurrection is a major teaching of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Jesus preached about it in length and talked about it on 

many occasions.  

 

He provided much evidence by raising people from the death and 
even using His own resurrection as proof. 



With all the expositions today, we 
have a clearer understanding of 
the promised resurrection that will 
happen at the return of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ and at the 
very end of the age.  



All the faithful, 
together with the 
Apostles look forward 
to the resurrection with 
much confidence, 
eagerness and 
expectations.   

 

Jesus testified 
concerning the 
resurrection declare: 



Luke 20 

34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are 
given in marriage.  

35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part 
in the age to come and in the resurrection from the 
dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage,  

36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the 
angels. They are God’s children, since they are children 
of the resurrection. 



Luke 20 

37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses 
showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the 
God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.’ 

38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to 
him all are alive.”  



Yes, our God is the God of the 
living.   

 

There is a resurrection of the 
just and the unjust.   

 

The righteous will rise to 
everlasting life.   

 

In Him all are alive!  



END 


