
Jesus and 
The Miracle of Light 

Bible Study | The Church of God International, Philippines | December 3, 2022 



Jesus lived an extra-ordinary 
life.   

 

His life was one filled with 
miracles.    



When Jesus heard that John 
had been put in prison, He 
went to Galilee, teaching in 
their synagogues, proclaiming 
the good news of the 
kingdom, and healing every 
disease and sickness among 
the people. 



News about him spread all over 
the land, and people brought to 
him all who were ill.   

 

Jesus healed all kinds of sickness 
and diseases.    

 

People from Galilee, the 
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and 
the region across the Jordan 
came to him for healing.  



Can you imagine such a life – 
a life of miracle?   

 

Jesus was a miracle worker.   

 

He healed the sick; the lame 
walk, the blind see, the 
leprous clean, the paralyzed 
able, the epileptic still.   



He had control over nature; 
turned water into wine, 
hauled great fishes, multiplied 
breads, fed thousands, 
rebuked the wind, calmed the 
storm, walked on water.  



He drove out demons, raised 
the dead.   

 

All these Jesus did in the 
community amongst the 
people.   

 

Almost everyone heard of the 
wonders. Great numbers 
witnessed the marvel, and 
many experienced the 
miraculous healing. 



The news about the 
miracles of Jesus went viral 
and resonated through-out 
Judea and beyond.   

 

It was the Tik-Tok 
phenomenon of the time.  
Everyone got into the news.  



John 21:25 

Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were 
written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not 
have room for the books that would be written.  



John 3 

1 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was 
a member of the Jewish ruling council.  

 

2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you 
are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform 
the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 



Acts 2 

22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 



Even with the abundant 
display of miracles, vast 
majority still didn’t believe 
in Jesus as the Messiah, 
the Son of God, especially 
for the Jews elite! 



Miracle of 
the Light 



This brings us to one of the 
most famous miracles in 
Jewish history.   

 

The account is well-
documented. It is also 
found in 1 Maccabees of 
the deuterocanonical 
books. 



John 10 

22 It was now winter, and Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of 
Hanukkah, the Festival of Dedication. 



The episode happened in winter 
on the Feast of Dedication.   

 

The Feast of “Hanukkah” literally 
means “dedication or rededication 
of the temple.”   

 

Hanukkah is an annual Jewish 
festival celebrated over eight 
successive days. 



Hanukkah commemorates the Maccabee’s victory against 
the Syrians in 165 BC leading to the restoration of the 

temple worship after its defilement by the Syrian leader 
Epiphanes in 167 BC. 



King Antiochus of Syria wanted to eradicate the Jewish faith. He 
attacked Jerusalem, ransacked the city and destroyed the 

temple.  

 

He forbade the Jews from keeping the Sabbath, kosher laws, 
studying the Torah (the law), and the practice of circumcision. 



1 Maccabees 1 

44 The king also sent messengers to Jerusalem and the cities of 
Judah with edicts commanding them to adopt practices that were 
foreign to their country:  
45 to prohibit offerings, sacrifices, and libations in the sanctuary, 
to profane the Sabbaths and feast days,  
46 to defile the temple and its priests, to build altars, temples, and 
shrines for idols,  



1 Maccabees 1 

47 to sacrifice swine and other unclean beasts,  
48 to leave their sons uncircumcised, and to allow themselves to 
be defiled with every kind of impurity and abomination,  
49 so that they would forget the law and change all their 
observances. 
50 Anyone who refused to obey the command of the king was to 
be put to death. 



A statue of Zeus was set up in the temple. The altar in the temple 
became a sacrificial base on which swine were offered. The 
Temple was turned into the worship of the pagan deity Zeus.   

 

Antiochus went so far as to proclaim himself a god, taking the 
name Epiphanes, meaning God manifest. It was said that it was 

the image of his face that was on the statue of Zeus. 



The 
Maccabees 



Many Jews resisted, and 
refused to follow Greek 
practices, and would not 
bow down to the Greek’s 
pagan idols.  



A small group of resistance, 
under the leadership of an old 
priest named Mattathias together 
with his five sons John, Simon, 
Judas Eleazar and Jonathan, led 
a rebellion against Antiochus. 



1 Maccabees 2 

1 In those days Mattathias,[son of John, son of Simeon, a priest of 
the family of Joarib, departed from Jerusalem and settled in 
Modein.  
2 He had five sons: John, who was called Gaddi;  
3 Simon, who was called Thassi; 
4 Judas, who was called Maccabeus; 

5 Eleazar, who was called Avaran; and Jonathan, who was called 
Apphus. 



1 Maccabees 2 

15 The officers of the king who had been commissioned to 
enforce the apostasy came to the town of Modein to ensure that 
the sacrifices were being offered. 
16Many Israelites assembled around them, but Mattathias and his 
sons stood apart.  



1 Maccabees 2 

17 Then the officers of the king addressed Mattathias in these 
words: “You are a leader in this town, respected and influential, 
and you have the support of your sons and brothers.  
18 Now be the first to come forward and obey the decree of the 
king, as all the Gentiles have done, as well as the citizens of 
Judah and the people who remain in Jerusalem. Then you and 
your sons will be counted among the Friends of the King, and you 
and your sons will be honored with gold and silver and many 
other gifts.” 



1 Maccabees 2 

19 However, Mattathias responded in a loud voice: “Even if every 
nation in the king’s dominions obeys him, each one forsaking the 
religion of its fathers and agreeing to submit to the king’s 
commands,  
20 I and my sons and my brothers will continue to observe the 
covenant of our fathers.  
21 God forbid that we should ever forsake the law and its 
statutes.  
22 We will not obey the king’s commands or deviate from our 
religion to the right hand or to the left.” 



1 Maccabees 2 

23 As he finished speaking, a Jew came forward in the sight of all 
to offer sacrifice on the altar in Modein, in accordance with the 
royal decree.  
24 When Mattathias observed this, he became inflamed with zeal. 
His righteous anger aroused, he sprang forward and slaughtered 
him on the altar.  
25 At the same time he also killed the officer of the king who was 
present to enforce the sacrifice, and he destroyed the altar. 



1 Maccabees 2 

27 Then Mattathias advanced through the town, shouting: “Let 
everyone who is zealous for the law and who stands by the 
covenant come with me!”  
28 Then he and his sons fled to the hills, leaving behind in the 
town everything that they possessed.  
29 Many of the people who desired to live in accordance with 
justice and the law went down to the desert and settled there,  
30 taking with them their sons, their wives, and their livestock, so 
oppressive were the sufferings that they had been forced to 
endure 



1 Maccabees 2 

42 Soon thereafter they were joined by a group of Hasideans, 
valiant warriors of Israel, each one a stout defender of the law. 
43 In addition, all those who were refugees from the persecution 
joined up with them, adding to their strength. 



The Jews organized 
themselves. Joined by 
valiant warriors, common 
people, farmers, workers, 
and servants began to fight 
the Syrian persecutors. 



After the death of Mattathias, 
Judas Maccabeus, a mighty 
warrior from his youth, was 
appointed as the commander of 
your army and direct the battles 
against the enemies.  They 
fought, employed guerrilla 
warfare and drove the Syrians out 
and banished them from the land. 



Temple 
Rededicated 



The Maccabees finally regained 
control of the Holy Temple and 
began the task of purifying it.  



1 Maccabees 4 

36 Then Judas and his brothers said: “Behold, our enemies have 
been crushed; let us go up to purify the sanctuary and rededicate 
it.”  
37 And so the entire army assembled, and they went up to Mount 
Zion.  
38 There they found the sanctuary desolate, the altar desecrated, 
the gates burned to the ground, the courts overgrown with weeds 
as in a thicket or on some mountain, and the chambers of the 
priests in ruins. 



1 Maccabees 4 

41 Then Judas designated men to engage in combat with those in 
the citadel while he purified the sanctuary.  
42 He appointed blameless priests who were devoted to the law; 
43 these purified the sanctuary and carried off the stones of the 
Abomination to an unclean place.  



1 Maccabees 4 

46  … they tore down the altar  
47 They took unhewn stones, according to the law, and built a 
new altar fashioned after the former one.  
48 They also repaired the sanctuary and the interior of the temple 
and purified the courts.  



1 Maccabees 4 

49 They made new sacred vessels and brought the lampstand, 
the altar of incense, and the table into the temple.  
50 Then they burned incense on the altar, and they lit the lamp on 
the lampstands to illuminate the temple. 
51 Finally, they placed loaves of bread on the table and hung the 
curtains, thereby bringing to completion all of the work they had 
undertaken. 



When the Jews cleaned out the 
temple idols, they found only one 
small cruse of oil with only enough 
oil for one day to light their holy 
lamps.  



They decided to light the 
Menorah (the Temple 
candelabra) even with the small 
amount of oil.  

 

To everyone’s amazement the 
menorah miraculously burned for 
eight days (8) until new oil was 
available! 



1 Maccabees 4 

52 Early in the morning on the twenty-fifth day of the ninth month, 
that is, the month of Chislev, in the year one hundred and forty-
eight,  
53 they arose and offered sacrifice, in accordance with the law, on 
the new altar of burnt offerings that they had constructed. 



1 Maccabees 4 

56 They celebrated the dedication of the altar for eight days and 
joyfully offered burnt offerings and sacrifices of praise and 
thanksgiving. 

 
59 Then Judas, his brothers, and the entire congregation of Israel 
decreed that the days marking the rededication of the altar 
should be observed with joy and gladness for eight days every 
year on the anniversary, beginning on the twenty-fifth day of the 
month Chislev. 



Thus, Hanukkah also came to be 
known as the “Feast of Lights,” a 
reference to the “Miracles of the 
Oil.”  

 

The eight (8) day celebration of 
the Hanukkah was to 
commemorate this miracle.   

The Jews had been celebrating the festival for almost 
200 years when Jesus walked the temple grounds. 

Jesus celebrated the festival and on this one occasion 
He was at the Solomon’s porch. 



John 10 

23 He was in the Temple, walking through the section known as 
Solomon’s Colonnade.  



On this occasion Jesus walked the temple along Solomon’s porch at 
the Court of the Gentiles. This is the area where the Pharisees and 

teachers of the law would teach the disciples.  

 

The Sadducees were teaching here, and they could have been re-
telling the victorious story of the Maccabees and the miracle of the 

light – an appropriate lesson for the occasion.   

 

How God, the Shepherd of Israel, rescued them from the terror of the 
Syrians and the miracles of the light that oil sustained the lighting of 

the candlestick in the Holy Place for eight consecutive days.  



John 10 

24 The people surrounded him and asked, “How long are you 
going to keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us 
plainly.” 

 

25 Jesus replied, “I have already told you, and you don’t believe 
me. The proof is the work I do in my Father’s name. 



John 10 

26 But you don’t believe me because you are not my sheep. 

 

27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 



John 10 

28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one can 
snatch them away from me,  

 

29 for my Father has given them to me, and he is more powerful 
than anyone else. No one can snatch them from the Father’s 
hand. 



John 10 

30 The Father and I are one.” 

 

31 Once again the people picked up stones to kill him. 

 

32 Jesus said, “At my Father’s direction I have done many good 
works. (referring to the miracles of healing) For which one are 
you going to stone me?” 



Jesus insists that His miracles point to his 
divinity and messianic identity.   

 

Hanukkah reminds us that God is a God 
of miracles. Jesus has performed greater 
miracles than the miracles of the light; He 
healed the sick and raised the death – 
miracles only a God could perform.   

 

The miracle of the oil that lit the menorah 
for eight consecutive days was nothing 
compared to the miracles Jesus 
performed in His 3½ years of ministry! 



John 10 

33 They replied, “We’re stoning you not for any good work, but 
for blasphemy! You, a mere man, claim to be God.” 

 

34 Jesus replied, “It is written in your own Scriptures that God 
said to certain leaders of the people, ‘I say, you are gods!’  



John 10 

35 And you know that the Scriptures cannot be altered. So if 
those people who received God’s message were called ‘gods,’  

 

36 why do you call it blasphemy when I say, ‘I am the Son of 
God’? After all, the Father set me apart and sent me into the 
world.  



John 10 

37 Don’t believe me unless I carry out my Father’s work.  

 

38 But if I do his work, believe in the evidence of the miraculous 
works I have done, even if you don’t believe me. Then you will 
know and understand that the Father is in me, and I am in the 
Father.” 



John 10 

39 Once again they tried to arrest him, but he got away and left 
them.  

 

40 He went beyond the Jordan River near the place where John 
was first baptizing and stayed there awhile. 



John 10 

41 And many followed him. “John didn’t perform miraculous 
signs,” they remarked to one another, “but everything he said 
about this man has come true.”  

 

42 And many who were there believed in Jesus  



Jesus used the theme of the 
Hanukkah miracle to prove His 
divinity and Messiahship.  

 

The miracles He performed are 
proofs of His divinity.  

 

He was telling the Sadducees that if 
they believed that the miracle of the 
light was a miracle from God, then in 
similar fashion the healing miracles 
He performed proved His divinity and 
Messiahship. 



Light of the 
World 



The theme of the Hanukkah festival is 
one of miracle. The light shone on the 
candlestick inside the Holy Place for 8 
days until the new consecrated oil was 
made available.   

 

Hanukkah Festival celebrates the 
miracle of the light! 

 

Not only did Jesus used the theme of 
the Festival of Lights to prove His 
Messiahship but more so to refer to 
Himself as the ‘Light’ of the world. 



John 8:12 

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light 
of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.”  



John 9 

5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 



Hanukkah, means 
“dedication” in Hebrew. 
Hanukkah begins on 
the 25th of Kislev on 
the 9th month of the 
Hebrew calendar which 
usually falls in late 
November or in 
December.  

The holiday is celebrated with the lighting of the menorah, festive 
foods and drinks, games and gifts. The usual greetings for the 

season are “Happy Hanukkah” or simply “Happy Holidays.” This 
year Hanukkah is celebrated from December 18-26. 



Using the message of Hanukkah Jesus proves Himself to be 
the light of the world – our Messiah – the savior of the world. 

On Hanukkah, the Festival of 
Lights, as people light the 
menorah candles in their 
homes to commemorate the 
miracle in recognition of God 
as the guiding light of the 
world, Jesus declared 
Himself the “light of the 
world.” 



Summation 



What is the greatest miracle in the 
life of Jesus?   

 

The greatest of all miracles is our 
Lord Jesus Christ came as the light 
of the world. He divested His 
divinity to come in the likeness of a 
man to save the world and bring 
light to everyone. 



John 1 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  

 

2 He was with God in the beginning. 

 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made.  



John 1 

4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  

 

5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 



The light of the menorah inside 
the Holy Place symbolizes 
Jesus as the light of the world.   

 

Interestingly, our Messiah, the 
“light of the world,” was 
conceived on the festival of 
lights—Hanukkah. 



A study on the time of the conception and birth of Jesus 
reveals that Jesus was born about the time of September 

– October in autumn. The birth of Jesus coincided with 
the Feast of Tabernacles on the month of Tishri; the 7th 

month of the Hebrew calendar.   

 

Counting through the nine months of Mary’s pregnancy, 
one arrives at the time of Jesus’s conception in the 9th of 

month of Kislev – the time between November – 
December in winter in our modern calendar – the time of 

Hanukkah. 



The “light of the world” was 
conceived on the Festival of 
Lights, a perfect and providential 
timing. 



John 8:12  

“I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to 
walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to 
life.” 



Jesus was not born on 
Christmas day.   

 

Jesus was conceived at 
Hanukkah – the Festival of 
Lights.  He is the true light of 
the world! 



END 


