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"Ang hindi marunong lumingon sa pinanggalingan ay 
hindi makakarating sa patutunguhan.” 



"Ang hindi marunong lumingon sa pinanggalingan ay 
hindi makakarating sa patutunguhan.”  

Dr. Jose Rizal.  

 

“He who does not know how to look 
back at where he came from will 

never get to his destination.”  



We all want to make a better life 
for ourselves and our families.   

 

We want a better version of 
ourselves.  



Yearly, during this time of new 
beginning, we make new 
year’s resolutions. We set new 
goals and new objectives for 
the coming year.   

 

To effectively do this, we need 
to look back at our lives so we 
may determine our future. 



We must know ourselves before we can 
accomplish anything significant in life.   

 

• Who am I?   

• Who am I in God’s vast creation?   

• Who am I in God’s plan?     

• Where did I come from?   

• Where am I going?    

 

Knowing who we really are in the grand 
scheme of things is of utmost importance.  



Some people are born with a clear 
vision of who they are.   

 

Take for example George Alexander 
Louis Mountbatten-Windsor.  Although 
he is only 9-years old, he knows that is 
2nd in line to the throne of England.  

 

He is destined to be a king. His entire 
life; rearing, education and upbringing, 
prepares him to be the future King of 
The United Kingdom.  



When Jesus was on earth, He 
knew exactly who He was and 
the destiny He was to fulfill.    

 

He knew He was the Son of 
God, the savior of the world.   

 

He came for that purpose. He 
accomplished that purpose and 
is now seated at the right hand of 
God.  



The 
Power of 
Identity 



How about us? Can we know who 
we really are?   

 

Who am I? Am I here just 
occupying some empty space or 
am I here for a greater purpose? 

 

To understand who you really are, 
you need to know your ancestry 



Are you interested in your identity?  Do you want to know where 
you came from?   

 

You know your parent, grandparents and maybe your great 
grandparents. You may even know your extended family of great 

grand uncles and aunties, relatives and cousins to the second-and-
third-degree.   

 

You may have a big clan with more than 300 family members. It is a 
riot when the entire family clan gets together for a grand reunion 

with relatives flying in from around the world.  



It can be interesting to identity your ancestry. The easy way is to 
create a family tree.   

 

There are a few good reasons to make one; they are:  



1. Keeps you connected to your heritage.  For all you know, you may 
have Chinese, Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese, American or 
German blood running in your veins. 

 

2. Helps trace genetics and family health concerns. Aids in identifying 
propensity to certain illnesses due to heredity; like diabetes, high 
blood pressure, heart disease and arthritis, etc.  

 

3. Learn about family history. You may discover that you are from a 
royal lineage, noble pedigree or no degree. 

 

4. Learn about family vocation. You may come from a family of 
philosophers, academes, doctors, dentists, lawyers, accountants, 
politicians, magistrates, businessmen or civil servants.  



Being connected to your roots can be 
fascinating and motivating. 

 

The family tree – your family tree chart 
– that I will present to you today is awe-
inspiring and may change your life.  



The Family Tree Chart 



Let us try to draw our family tree.   

 

A family tree can be simple or 
complicated depending on how 
elaborate you want it to be. A simple 
chart may include you and your 
immediate family members.   

 

A more elaborate genealogy may 
include the extended family of your 
siblings and great grand uncles and 
aunties. And, you can go as far back as 
you want.  



There are families who keep record of genealogy; many for 
businesses, historic and political purposes. 

 



Some genealogies are found in history. One time I met an elderly 
couple who said they were related to Jose Rizal, the National 

Hero. She mentioned briefly to me her genealogy.   

 

A copy of Jose Rizal’s ancestry is available at the National 
Archives of the Philippines. Jose Rizal family tree could be traced 

through 6-generations going back to late 1600.  



Jose Rizal’s Ancestry 

• Among the earliest known ancestors of Jose Rizal were Siang-
Co and Zun-Nio of Fujian, China.  

• Their son Lam-Co migrated to the Philippines in the late 1600s.  

• Lam-co adopted the name “Domingo” and  

• Married Ines de la Rosa, the daughter of Agustin Chin-Co and 
Jacinta Rafaela, a Chinese mestiza resident of the Parian.  

 

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• Lam-Co and Ines heeded the invitation of Spanish friars to 
move to the Dominican estate of Biñan, Laguna.  

 

• To steer clear of the anti-Chinese hostility of the Spanish 
authorities, Lam-Co changed the family surname to the Spanish 
Mercado (“market”), which also signified their merchant roots. 

 

• Their son, Francisco Mercado, was born there in 1731.  

 

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• Francisco Mercado married Bernarda Monica of San Pedro, 
Tunasan in 1771 and sired Rizal’s grandfather, Juan. 

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• Juan Mercado served as the kapitan municipal of Biñan. With 
his wife, Cirila Alejandra, he had 13 children; among whom was 
Rizal’s father, Francisco. 

 

• As a young man, Francisco ventured to Calamba, then a new 
Dominican frontier. He applied for a land grant and was even 
rewarded with more land, so that he shortly became one of the 
top landholders of the hacienda.  

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• When he was 30, Francisco married Teodora Alonso, a Manila-
born girl 10 years younger than him.  

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• Teodora’s great-grandmother was Regina Ursua of Cavite, who 
wedded Manuel Facundo de Quintos, a lawyer from 
Pangasinan.  

 

• They made their home in San Pedro Makati and gave birth to 
Teodora’s mother, Brigida, who married Lorenzo Alberto Alonso 
of Biñan.  

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  



• Alonzo’s ancestry included Chinese, Japanese and Tagalog. 

    

• Her lineage can be traced to the affluent Florentina family of 
Chinese meztizo families originating in Baliuag, Bulacan.  

 

• She also had Spanish ancestry from both of her parents.  

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• Teodora and Francisco were wed in 1848 and lived in Calamba. 
One year later, Governor-General Narciso Claveria issued the 
dictum decreeing new family names for the Indios to facilitate 
census work and the collection of taxes. Each province was 
given a list from which each family could choose a new 
surname.  

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  



• The Mercados of Calamba chose the name Rizal. 

   

• The Alonsos of Biñan chose the family name Realonda but 
continued to use Alonso. 

 

• This seemed to be a common practice, so that each family ended up 
with four surnames: each of the old and new family names of both 
the mother and the father.  

 

• For Rizal, the compounds were his father’s double surname: 
Mercado and Rizal, plus his mother’s surname: Alonso and 
Realonda.  

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  
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• Thus, Jose Rizal’s complete name was:  

 Dr. José Protacio Mercado Rizal y Alonso Realonda.   

 

Source: Filipinas Heritage Library  



Siang-Co Zun-Nio 

Lam-Co 

Domingo 
Ines de la Rosa 

Agustin Chin-

Co 
Jacinta Rafaela 

Francisco 

Mercado 

Bernarda 

Monica 

Juan Mercado Cirila Alejandra  

Francisco 

Mercado 
Teodora Alonzo 

Manuel Facundo 

de Quintos  Regina Ursua  

Brigida 
Lorenzo Alberto 

Alonso  

Dr. José Protacio Mercado Rizal 

y Alonso Realonda.  

Realonda  Rizal 



This is interesting.  Now, I know I am somewhat related to Jose 
Rizal.  This ancestral great great great grandfather was a “Co”’ - 

“Siang-Co” – a Hokkien Chinese from Xiamen, Fujian.   

 

I am also a “Co.”  My grandparents were Hokkien Chinese 
immigrates from Xiamen, Fujian too. We came from the same 

small town of Xiamen in the same province of Fujian. I am sure 
up in the family tree we have the same ancestors.  



• The Danish Monarchy can be traced back 1,000 years to 958 AD. 

 

• The British Royalty can be traced back to 1066 AD.   

 

• Egyptian civilization can be traced back 5000 years. 

 

• The Chinese civilization back 4000 years. 

 

• Surely, there is a way to trace back the lineage of the Pharaohs and 
the Emperors. 

 

• The Jews can easily trace their ancestry all the way to Jacob and 
then to Abraham.  



Genealogy  

of Jesus 



Matthew 1 

1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of 
David, the son of Abraham: 

 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, 

Isaac the father of Jacob, 

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,  



Abraham Isaac Jacob Judah 



Matthew 1 

3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was 
Tamar, 

Perez the father of Hezron, 

Hezron the father of Ram, 

 

4 Ram the father of Amminadab, 

Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 

Nahshon the father of Salmon,  



Abraham Isaac Jacob Judah Perez Hezron Ram 

Salmon Nahshon Amminadab 



Matthew 1 

5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, 

Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, 

Obed the father of Jesse, 

 

6 and Jesse the father of King David. 

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been 
Uriah’s wife, 
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Matthew 1 

7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam, 

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, 

Abijah the father of Asa, 

 

8 Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 

Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, 

Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 
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Matthew 1 

9 Uzziah the father of Jotham, 

Jotham the father of Ahaz, 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 

 

10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, 

Manasseh the father of Amon, 

Amon the father of Josiah, 
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Matthew 1 

11 and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the time 
of the exile to Babylon. 

 

12 After the exile to Babylon: 

Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, 

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,  
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Matthew 1 

13 Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, 

Abihud the father of Eliakim, 

Eliakim the father of Azor, 

 

14 Azor the father of Zadok, 

Zadok the father of Akim, 

Akim the father of Elihud, 
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Matthew 1 

15 Elihud the father of Eleazar, 

Eleazar the father of Matthan, 

Matthan the father of Jacob, 

 

16 and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and 
Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the Messiah. 
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Matthew 1 

17 Thus there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to 
David, fourteen from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen 
from the exile to the Messiah.  



The family tree of Jesus is well 
documented.   

 

14 generations from Abraham to 
David, 14 generations from David 
to Jaconiah and 14 generations 
from Jaconiah to Jesus.   

 

So, a total of 28 generations from 
David to Jesus and 42 generations 
from Abraham to Jesus. 



Jesus came from the 
royal lineage of David, 
and He is the promised 
seed of Abraham.  



Luke 1:32 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father David,  



Acts 3:25 

He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth 
will be blessed.’  



Our Identity and 
Ancestry 



How about our identity and ancestry?   

 

Can we know where we came from?   

 

Can we know our lineage?  



It all goes back to the post-
great flood era.   

 

Noah had 3 sons, Shem, Ham 
and Japheth. From them came 
the races of the nations of the 
world.   

 

Everyone one and every race is 
traced back to one of the sons 
of Noah. And, ultimately Noah 
himself.  



There are many theories on which race came from which son. 
Based on Genesis 10, the consensus is:  

 

1. The sons of Japheth are the people in Asia Minor, Greece, 
Russia, Cyprus, and Southeastern Europe. They are the 
Eurasians. They are the Turks, Russians, Greeks, Chinese, 
Mongols, and Slavs. 

  

2. Ham's descendants are the people of Africa. The Bible refers 
to Egypt as "the land of Ham" in Psalm 78:51. 

 

3. The sons of Shem in general occupied the Middle East. The 
descendants of Shem included Abram and Israel and the Arabs.  



In short: 

 

Shem – Middle East (Center) 

 

Ham – Africa (South West) 

 

Japheth – Eurasia (North, East) 

 



The nations of the world came 
from the lineage of Noah through 
his 3 sons.  

 

So, we can trace our ancestry to 
one of the sons of Noah. The 
Chinese are from Japheth. The 
Malay is a mixed race probably of 
Ham and Japheth.  So, we are 
basically from Japheth. 

 

Now, let us continue the 
genealogy from Noah to Adam.  



Luke 3 

34 he son of Isaac, the son of Abraham, 

the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 

 

35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, 

the son of Peleg, the son of Eber, 

the son of Shelah,  



Shelah 

Eber Peleg Reu Serug 

Isaac Abraham Terah Nahor 



Luke 3 

36 the son of Cainan, 

the son of Arphaxad, the son of Shem, 

the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 

 

37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, 

the son of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, 

the son of Kenan,  

 



Jared Mahalalel Kenan 

Enoch Mathuselah Lamech Noah 

Shelah Cainan Arphaxad Shem 

Eber Peleg Reu Serug 

Isaac Abraham Terah Nahor 



Luke 3 

38 the son of Enosh, 

the son of Seth, the son of Adam, 

the son of God. 



God Adam Seth 

Jared Mahalalel Kenan Enosh 
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Eber Peleg Reu Serug 

Isaac Abraham Terah Nahor 



The genealogy leads us to 
Adam. The entire human race 
came from Adam. I came from 
Adam. You came from Adam.  
All of us descended from Adam.   

 

Adam was created in the image 
and likeness of God.  Adam is 

called the son of God! 



Summation 



So, who am I?   

 

What is your identity? The evolutionists believe they are the 
descendants of the apes! Good for them!  Thus, they see no 

future beyond this physical life.  They have no past, no future and 
no hope. They are freaks of nature. Their life is meaningless, 

senseless and purposeless. Their existence is an 
inconsequential, insignificant, irrelevant blip in the continuum of 

time. 



The Bible says you are from a divine 
lineage! 

 

You are the son of God! 



Now, if you are God’s son, you have 
divine heritage! You have a glorious 
future and an awesome destiny.  

 

Your life has meaning and purpose. 
Your existence is significant and 
relevant for all eternity. 



The genealogy of all peoples in 
the Bible is important because it is 
used to identity who we are and to 
establish our relationship with 
God, our Eternal Father.    

 

We have a common lineage that 
leads us to Adam, our progenitor 
and to God our Creator – Father. 



Our lineage is from God.   

 

We are the sons of God. If we 
are God’s children, then we are 
heirs of God and co-heirs of 
Christ. 



Romans 8:17 

“Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-
heirs with Christ.” 



1 John 3 

1 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The 
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 

 

2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.  

 

3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is 
pure. 



So… 

 

• Who am I?  = You are God’s son 

• Where did I come from? = You have a divine lineage 

• Who am I in God’s plan? = Heir of God and co-heir with Christ     

• What is my destiny? = Glorified son of God   



God has made this blessedness known to 
you. There is a blessing in knowing your 
lineage; your pedigree is divine.   

 

Who am I? I am God’s son! God is my 
Father! 



Now that you know your identity 
as God’s Son, what should be 
your primary goal in life? 

 

What resolution should you 
make to achieve your potential 
and destiny? 



 

 

 

 

Two suggested resolutions for you to 
consider; one practical and one spiritual 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Practical Resolution: 

 

Focus on developing your God given talent/s. 
Identity your passion, strengths, abilities and 
improve on them.   

 

Resolve to be a better you and not a different 
you.  Develop the gifts that God has endowed 
you with and you will find the best of you! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Spiritual Resolution: 

 

You never knew your divine lineage as God’s son 
before.  But, now you know! 

 

Develop a stronger connection with the Eternal 
Father.  Seek Him out and you will find Him.  
Then, His eternal blessing will be upon you. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember, you are God’s son. 

Your destiny awaits…! 

 

 

 

 



END 


